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* Leftists Comment on Political Changes 


WIE S04 394 Istanbul GUNES in Turkish 
29. 30. 31 Dec 891.234.5678 9 WJanW 


[Senes of interviews conducted by Suleyman Coskun: 
“Turkish Left un Search of Itself: Representatives of Left 
from Social Democrats to Communists Explain”, dates 
and places of interviews not given] 


{Text} Introduction 


While a great change is taking place in Eastern Europe. 
the Turkish left 1s expenencing a pernod of fluidity of its 
own. As the Social Democratic Popul-st Party (SHP) 
approaches a new convention, rumors abound that dis- 
affected deputies from the party will form a new organi- 
zation to include the Marxist leit 


The Turkish Communist Party (TKP), which operated 
illegally for many years. first merged with the Turkish 
Labor Party (TIP) to form the Turkish United Commu- 
nist Party (TBKP), and the TBKP has now announced 
that it 1s abandoning illegal operations to form a broad 
communist party 


Various Marxist left groups plan to gain a new plateau in 
February when they meet at the Civil Service Union's 
Istanbul branch to achieve unity. The Socialist Party, the 
first legal post-1980 party of the socialist left, 1s well 
enough organized to participate in elections. It made its 
debut in the mayoral clection in one township 


We discussed this penod of activity on the left with 
people of vanous political persuasions. We asked them 
about the topics of debate on the left. Today we begin 
publishing the answers to our questions. We wanted to 
get the views of a wide variety of the segments making up 
the ieft mosaic, but that would have forced us into a 
much briefer framework for our interviews. We stll hope 
to have the opportunity to do this mn the future 


* Aydin Guven Gurkan, SHP founder and first 
general chairman 


{29 Dec p 5] 


[Text] [GUNES] How would you evaluate the state in 
which social democracy finds itself today’ 


[Gurkan] In my opinion, what has been introduced to 
the public as “social democracy” so far in Turkey 1s a 
quite insipid populism dressed up a little with leftist 
slogans. In saying this | do not want to be disrespectful of 
all the hard work done by the politicians and cadres in 
the area of social democracy. A significant portion of 
these cadres have put senous efforts, with the best will in 
the world, into reducing and eventually eliminating the 
explortation of labor, furthering democracy, and loos- 
ening the structures of power. However, they have not 
been careful enough to base these efforts on sound 
ideology and screntific foundations. This lack is also at 
issue for the organizational model and class basis of 
social democracy. I do not want to talk too much about 
the DSP [Democratic Left Party) in this context, because 
the DSP 1s unique. It 1s difficult to place it exactly io the 


political spectrum. But. afters all. | cannot say that the 
DSP 1s very far off from social democracy. at least as far 
as 11s progran: 1s concerned. However. | also cannot say 
that its organizational practices and the class basis 
seeks mesh perfectly with social democracy 


[GUNES] Okay. what about the Social Democratic Pop- 
ulest Party” 


SHP: Poor Copy of CHP 


[Gurkan] With some improvements, and especially if ut 
reduced its burcaucratic-statist approach. the SHP’s pro- 
gram could undoubtedly approach a socia! democratic 
identity. Moreover, before the recent splu the SHP 
embraced a very large majority of Turkey's active and 
knowledgeable social democratic lett cadres. The cadres 
were guile open to a scrious social democratic organiza- 
tional model. However. this valuable accumulation of 
ecxpenence was wasted unmercitully by the party admin- 
iStration. Al the stage we are now. im my Opimon, the 
SHP has no chance left of evolving into a social demo- 
cratic party. The SHP was capenencing an identity crisis 
for quite some time, and was saved from it by giving up 
the need to evolve into a social democratic party. The 
SHP may be considered today to be oniy a very poor 
copy of the CHP | Republican People’s Party), The CHP 
was a party with serious goals and serious Causes al every 
stage of 1s political life. Today however, the SHP has no 
goal, no cause. The SHP administration sees the SHP 
only aS a means to power 


{GUNES} If there 1s © serious vord in the social demo- 
cratic sector, how will this voud be filled” Will a party be 
formed to fill 11” 


[Gurkan] | belreve this should be done. but | do not know 
exactly when it could be donc, who could lead 1. or who 
could support ut. For | consider the formation of a 
political party to be a very important social event. | am 
opposed to having a few men ect together and form 
superficial parties 


[GUNES] There 1s a great deal of activity on the Turkish 
left. Some of your colleagues who resigned from the SHP 
reportedly intend to form a party to include the socialist/ 
Marxist left. What are such a party's chances of success” 


{Gurkan] The people who formulate policy at the various 
sites of the democratic left could perhaps reach a com- 
promise on a social democrat program in theory 
Recent development in tue Eastern Bloc in particular 
may make this possible in theory. However, this 1s 
possible only theoretically because every democratic left 
policy has its own item on the agenda in Turkey, its own 
language. terminology. groupings. traditions, and irrec- 
oncilable points. It 1s umpossible to overcome them in 
Turkey. It 1s so impossible that politicians who consider 
themselves Marxists cannot even reach agreement 
among themselves. It 1s impossible for them to compro- 
mise on social democracy with people who do not 
consider themselves Marxists. So. in my opimon, 
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everyone should respect everyone else's efforts and pro- 
mote their own line and traditions by working together 
to bring about Turkey's bilated “democratic revolu- 
tion.” | have tremendous respect for ali of the pro- 
democracy leftist politicians for their work to tear down 
the taboos, gain freedom of thought. raise the conscious- 
ness of society. and develop democracy. However, | am 
opposed to “front’-type party organizing In fact. 
everyone should cooperate instead for a fully democratic 
and fair electoral law. Every aspect of the left should be 
able to be seated in Parliament. No one has the mght to 
hold Turkey hostage to this kind of impoverishment of 


thought and policy 


[GUNES] How do you evaluate developments in the 
Eastern Bloc countne*” 


A New Social Order 


{Gurkan] At first | was very afraid of two develop- 
ments. First was the possibility that the rapid change 
would lead to reactionary responses. Second was the 
possibility of imitating capitalism. My fears and con- 
cerns on this have not fully disappeared today. but my 
hopes have increased significantly. | think that once 
they get beyond today’s drunkenness, and once the 
more increased relations with capitalism better show 
the East Bloc people the weaknesses of capitalism, the 
more ependency on libertarian democratic socialism 
will increase. If there can be a painicss transition to 
pluralist political structures and if economic produc- 
tivity can be achieved without surrendering to cap- 
talism or smitating it, the East Bloc countries may erect 
a brand new social order on a sound social, cultural, 
and educational infrastructure. 


[GUNES] What kind of development could be cxapected 
in the West to parallel this development” 


Capitalist Fetishism 


{Gurkan] The tight political regimes and unproductive 
bureaucratic-statist economies of the East Bloc created a 
“capitalist fetish” among people living in the West 
Everyone managed to make capitalism out to be better 
than it 1s. If the East Bloc experiment is successful, | 
believe some secking may begin in Western countries 
too. In particular, the desire for “secure society” and for 
an cconomy ruled by society instead of a society ruled by 
the economy will increase. As a social democrat, | 
beheve that the world will have a social democratic/ 
democratic socialist order in the not-too-distant future. | 
tend to think that the world of the future will not be a 
world of the exploited and the exploiters. Both the East 
Bloc expenence and the “spring actions” among our 
workers have shown that a mystical power for change 
exists in societies. | think this peaceful and democratic 
force will be used more ofien from now on. And the 
result will be more peace, more freedom. more justice, 
and more social security 


FBIS-WEL -90-043-S 
5 March 1990 


* Ertugrul Guaay, SHP Party assembly member 


(30 Dec p 5] 


Text] [GUNES] How do you evaluate the controversial 
situation mm the Social Democratic Populist Party’ 


[Gunay] The SeiP 1s a politecal structure thal rose ui a 
firmly-rooted political tradition in our country. It cannot 
be denied that 1 has significant influences and deter- 
minine factors of the CHP tradition at us base, in its 
organizauons, and in its general approaches. Moreover. 
many clements have mghtly appeared within the SHP 
that are outside this tradition as a result of the political 
and social upheaval we have capernenced, since 1980 on 
particular. That 1s, the SHP 1s a structure that consists of 
a firmly rooted political tradition, but thai 1s a political 
focus of the strongest reformist and devclopmentalrst 
democratic yearnings of our society. What has to be done 
iS 10 make it possible for the SHP to gradually develop 
social democracy on these two foundations and acquire a 
hee"t':y organization and a consisi_ nt political line and 
structure, to build a bridge trom tradition to the future 

as it were. 1 do not think party administrations have been 
able to comprehend and carry out this concept until 
recently. | do think that thes kind of clash on the 
ideological plane 1s behind what we are cxapenencing. 
and that it wall contrnuc, albert under different guises, as 
long as it cannot be solved through direct compromise 


{GUNES] You stressed the sdeological dimension of the 
conflict un the SHP. But criticisms are coming from 
within the party and from the outside saying that this 
conflict 1s more at a personal level. What would you like 
to say in Connection with these critecisms” 


Ftatist Line 


{Gunay] In fact, the ideological dimension of leadership 
disputes, whether in the CHP or the SHP. that 1s the 
ideological and philosophical differences underlying 
these disputes. are ignored to some extent. and the 
personal dimension 1s emphasized Within the CHP. this 
was on a plane that implied personal conflict because the 
ideology dominating the party was justified to some 
extent, because it was in conflict to a significant degree 
with the official ideology of the state, or in other words it 
was very difficult to overcome. Actually. disputes within 
the CHP starting with the Gulek movement gave indi- 
cations of this kind of ideological and political charac- 
teristics beyond the personal dimension. The Ecevit 
movement in particular was a popularizing movement in 
opposition to the ctatist, elitrst attitude dominating the 
CHP in the seventies and was an ideological split in the 
fullest sense. Despite this, there was an aticmpt — tone 
down the ideological aspects of the Ecevit i> dent 
within the greater conceptualism of CHP ideolc ito 
perceive it, of present it, as a personal conflict w this 
ideological dimension of the current conflicts wm (he SHP 
is seen with greater clarity. What is happening in the 
SHP is, in a sense, as | said in answer to the previous 
question, a clash between the ctatist-clitist authortanan 
political line's presenting iself as social democracy, and 
those who want to present social democracy as a popular 
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movement of .cw cadres who in fact identify with 
modern principles. The desire to have this coniroversy 
perceived on the personality plane has a little to do with 
the facilitation created by old habits and a littic. to be 
perfectly honest, with the failure of the parties in the 
conflict to express adequately the ideological prelimi- 
naries of the incident 


[GU NES] Some say that another dispute going on in the 
SHP stems from differences in defining the party 


[Gunay] In reference to all of these things thal we are 
saying, the members of the two strong trends that make 
up the SHP take different stands on various matters. For 
instance, while the top party administration uses overly 
cautious language in reference to the coups and the 
peop'e who carned them out, dynamic clements in the 
rank and file openly exhibit an antimilitarist stance and 
demands. While the top party administration selects the 
political, social, and, increasingly, economic rules and 
regulations by which we abide and accepts them as rather 
unchangeable, the rank and file express an extraordinary 
desire for change vis-a-vis all these rules and regulations. 
These differences in perspective and expression make 
the SHP appear to be a party lacking any kind of 
common political language. Yet “political party” means, 
first of all, a common political language. The officers 
have to see this and be helpful in the formulation of a 
political vocabulary along the lines of the desires rising 
from the rank and file 


[GUNES] While you and your colleagues have chosen to 
remain in the party and work from within, some of your 
colleagues have resigned from the SHP. These latier are 
said to be preparing to form a new social democratic 
party. What chances would a new social democratic 
party have under the present circumstances, in your 
opinion” 


[Guaay] There 1s already an important split in the social 
democratic sector, there are two parties. The truth 1s that 
the SHP administration 1s not bothering to take mean- 
ingful steps to get rid of this split, despite the decision 
adopted at our last convention, and has even undertaken 
attitudes and behavior to provoke a continuation of this 
smit. There 1s no serious reason politically or ideologi- 
cally for this factionalism among the social democrats. 


The existing division stems from the failure of both 
structures to be sufficiently articulate ideologically and 
organiéationally, and to integrate as they should with the 
principles of social democracy. Emergence of the princi- 
ples could be forced by an effort for such clarification, 
and climination of this duality by an effort to overcome 
personality cultism. And perhaps it may happen. It is 
clear in this sense that a new social democratic party 
would be useless and would not have a chance within 
such an effort 


Some of our colleagues who have split from the SHP at 
present may find a place in political structures that are 
forming or that will be formed outside the social demo- 
cratic framework sdeologically. This falls outside our 


discussion. But those who put themselves into a social 
democratic (demucratic socialist) political framework. in 
my Opimon, ought to be striving for new common 
clements, not new divisions 


[GUNES] Significant developments are taking place n 
the leftsst movements around the world, including pri- 
marily the East European countries. What 1s your eva'- 
uation of these developments” 


Secialism D ‘zi 


[Gunay] In my opimon, the events taking place im 
Eastern Europe at the moment, and more and more in 
Germany and Italy, conform to the nature of leftism. 
They are happy and inev table developments. The theo- 
nes that socialism would lead to democracy, liberty. and 
human development in every way—which seemed a 
little doctrinaire untal recently—are proving real through 
the events we are expenencing. Socialism 1s becoming 
democratic. It 1s gaining new, more lasting. and identi- 
fiable features on the foundations of democracy. This ts 
definitely not the victory of capitalism over socialism, as 
certain circles have tried to indicate, bul, quite the 
opposite, 1s the acceptance of democracy as superior to 
closed regimes as a common value of humankind and 
through the direct demand of the masses. The interesting 
thing here, and what has changed, 1s that the single-party 
regimes are looking largely to examples 1n the countries 
which accept the framework of social democracy. As the 
Kahan foreign minister, | think it was, said recently, no 
one is turning to the U.S. and Japanese examples. That 
18, they are doing two things: They are refusing to give up 
the social state and the principle of equality, and they are 
combining equality and freedom 


[GLINES] While developments are taking place in the 
socialist world, important developments are also occur- 
ring now in the non-social democratic leftist movement 
in Turkey. How would you evaluate the process that the 
socialist left or Marxist left 1s expenencing? 


[Gunay] The winds of democratization throughout the 
world, | think, have significantly affected the Marxist left 
in our country. It seems possible to find indications of this 
in the evaluations of the movement that leftists have been 
making on various platforms for some time. The positive 
effect of these winds of democracy undoubtedly may be 
considered an opportunity to save the Marxist left trends 
from the margina! status they have had until now in our 
country. All political trends that adopt the conditions and 
rules of pluralist democracy must grant more importance 
to their links with the masses and the value judgments of 
the environment in which they live than universal values, 
and they must renew themselves within them. Indications 
of this are seen in Turkey. And there are signs that pluralist 
democracy will gain color and meet the reality of Marxist 
political organizations in the near future. Pluralist democ- 
racy, after all, 1s the name of a regime of openness in which 
all trends of thought from left to mght may claim the nght 


to organize 





[GUNES] there ts a claim that the social democratx 
left, not just the Marxist left. 1s not adequately partici- 
patory or adequately productive. Whal are your com- 
ments on this claim” 


Left Cannot Provide Leadership 


[Gunay] Even if we would like to deny this clarm, the 
standstill to which the left had come for rather a long 
time compels us to think carefully about this question. In 
fact, the left has been experiencing stagnation in thought 
for a long time, or to phrase it another way, the Ieft hes 
not been able to get its proposals, solutions, and theories 
across adequately to the broader masses. The entire lef 
is winning only 30)-some percent of the votc. a fact 
viewed as a general commentary, and the admission by 
many that this will not change 1s a result of this general 
commentary. The left means change and development 
Yet it has been a rather long time since the Ieft in Turkey 
was able to take the lead in change and development 
Their theses have not been concentrated on projects 
related to change and development. This is a natural 
result of having the circles that formulate policy on 
behalf of the lefi operating within limited political struc- 
tures and in narrow frameworks not based on wide 
participation. Obviously a leftist movement not founded 
on broad participation from various occupations, 
workers, producers, and consumers will not be suffi- 
ciently productive. From that standpoint. the first 
problem at present is to deveiop icfiist claims and 
participation of emerging political structures as much as 
possible, and to expand in every area. 4 new lefirst 
producer vocabulary may form, developed on the foun- 
dations of this participation through solutions and 
projects on new proposals, and this new approach may 
change the political agenda in Turkey and may improve 
the dominant trend within the politics of the ieft. 


* Mehmet Ali Aybar, former Turkish Workers 
Party and Social — * Party general 
rman 


[30 Dec p 5} 


[Text] [GUNES] What are your comments on the status 
of social democracy today’ 


[Aybar] The social democrats did not have theoretical 
integrity even before these events occurred. Yet there is 
absolute theoretical integrity in the leftist parties. Actu- 
ally, social democratic parties have no place im our 
country. We are a iess developed country. Social democ- 
racy 18 a system valid only for countries with high 
national incomes, hike Sweden, like Norway. The SHP 
must develop before it can distribute equally anything 
obtained from development. The SHP used to be the 
CHP. The CHP was the legacy of the single-party era. 
This party's concept of thought is as a single person 
guiding the nation. A National Chief, an Eternal Chief 
Everything, every problem will be solved by these chiefs 
Is such a leftist party possible? One man guiding one 
nation is the opposite of social democratic ideology. For 
this reason, the social democratic parities we have are 
artificial parties. They are partics without traditions 
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The National Chief ins ented the “left of center™ in order 
to be able to compete with the Turkish Workers Party 
The party administration has fortidden the SHP. which 
claims to represent the legacy of this party today. to oc 
leftest. The purpose of 12 Septic. aber was to stifle the lett 


[GU NES] Okay, since the SHP cannot perform its func- 
eon, im your Opimwon, how will this void be filled’ A 
splinter group from the SHP says that 11 1s contemplating 
forming a new social democratic party to include the 
Marxist left 


1 nity Impossible 


{Aybar} Social democratic partics, as | said earlier. are 
artificial parties for countnes like ours. Social demox- 
racy 1S a system for countnes whose development 1s 
complete. A new social democratic party wou'd still take 
its internal problems with it. And 1 would soon resewabic 
the SHP. If socialist worker parties are formed. they may 
pertorm this duty. Thea at what theoretical level would 
the Marxists join the social democrats” 


[Gil NES] But isn't thes the kind of development that ts 
occurring in Eastern Europe” 


[Aybar] The bourgeorsic 1s cvaluating the events in 
Eastern Europe as the bankruptcy of socialism. My 
question 1s: Has exploitation been eliminated” Explorta- 
won continues. If exploration continucs, then socialism 
is not bankrupt. To say that cxplonation continucs 
means that the interests of the proletariat are not being 
protected im the distribution of wealth. li makes no 
difference whether the one who caploits the wealth 
created by the proletariat 1s the wealthy capitalist or the 
State. The proletariat 1s stil] being exploited. Explo: ation 
iS a Very Strange relationship. To climinate exploration, 
the person who procuces must at the same time have a 
say in the distribution of production. if the state 1s mn my 
hands, if the state is in the hands of the workers. the 
proletariat, the manual laborers, only then will exploite- 
tion disappear. 


Sir, the role of the avant-garde on behalf of the work- 
ers—that's all over. I'll underscore ut heavily: There 1s 
either an avant-garde state on behalf of the worker or a 
bourgeors state. Either has disposal of the wealth. I say. 
therefore, that climinating exploitation depends abso- 
lutely on establishing democracy. This is a Marxist 
thought. Marx defended the Paris Commune in his book, 
“Civil War on Parts.” The Paris Commune was a total 
worker democracy. A specific majority of the Parts 
Commune could always summon and cross cxamine the 
representative they had elected. The worker democracy 
that Marx proposed was such a democracy 


[GUNES] Do developments in Eastern Europe come 
under the implementation of worker democracies” 


{Aybar] After Gorbachev broke the ground, the peopic 
let 1t be known that they were not happy with the order 
they had been living under for 40-some years in Eastern 
Europe, and 70-some in the Sovict Union. The result 1s 
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the expression of desires such as moving On to capitalism 
and taking steps toward free enterprise and so forth as in 
Hungary for instance. Let me say immediately that no 
socialist should forget the sacr.fices of the Hunganan 
people. You wil! recall that « was Hungary that first 
opposed Soviet-styie socialism in 1956. Hungarian Com- 
munist Party General Secretary Imre Nagy was the 
leader. These are critical days now occurring in the East 
European countries. And the West 1s calling this the 
bankruptcy of socialism. My opimon 1s that the East 
European countries oppose the avant-garde theory, not 
socialism. Can they even know what socialism 1s” A lot 
of avant-gardists have ruled, they gave jobs to the people 
That 1s, ever since e Soviet Union was formed, the 
people have been viewed as a means of production, a 
living means of production. Socialism 1s the regime of 
the people. Yet in practice n became thes kind of order, 
an order of the avant-garde. The people have been 
alienated because of this. I consider the movements in 
the East Bloc a transition to socialism, a movement 
preparatory to a socialist order 


[GUNES] You have said that developments in the East 
European countries confirm ceriain views that you 
expressed earlier. Would you care to comment on that? 


[Aybar] You will recall that | defended these views in a 
book | published in 1979. That was before Gorbachev. 
Eastern Europe 1s proving that Leninism 1s bankrupt 
today. Gorbachev has not gone so far as to say that. It 1s 
not clear whether he believes 1. But « was bound to 
happen. There was no other way. Socialism has not 
changed. And other things must be discussed. The poll- 
cies that the state will follow under democracy must be 
debated. Then a multiparty system is a must. 


[GUNES] Intense developments are taking place in the 
Marxist movement in Turkey. Various meetings are 
being held. As I recall, you called two of these meetings. 
What are your comments on the developments” 


[Aybar] The left in Turkey 1s fragmented. We met at the 
invitation of the 17 at the Civil Service Union. The 
speeches delivered sounded as if nothing had happened. 
Of course there were speeches that sounded as if we had 
numerous parties and democracy too. But underlying 
them all was a defense of that old, familiar, well-worn 
Leninist model for which they sacrificed their frends 


{GUNES] A party was formed as a result of your efforts, 
though. The first efforts towards a socialist party were 
probably made during your meetings. And there have 
been unity efforts lately too 


[Aybar] But the heart of the problem 1s being overiooked. 
The 17, fc, example, are at work. But all of their cfforts 
are directed toward theoretical problems. What the left 
has to do 1s to discuss concrete problems such as how we, 
as leftssts, socialists, and Marxists, will solve Turkey's 
concrete problems, how we will get inflation down, how 
we will get nd of our foreign loans, and how we will gct 
full independence for our country, and come up with 
solutions 





* Ferit Iisever, Socialist Party general chairman 


[31 Dec p 5} 


[Text] [Gunes] What do you think about the intensive 
controversy taking place within the SHP” 


[lisever] This controversy 1s basically an indication of 
the bankruptcy of social democracy im Turkey. The 
conflict between the policies followed by the SHP. the 
main party of social democracy, and national probiems 
resulted in the latest defecthuns and resignations from 
the party. The turning porn: of the political line which 
forms the source of this discontent was the ciectoral law 
that Ozal and Inonu crafted betore the 1987 elections. It 
has been seen better in the interim that this law 1s 
antidemocratic and the primary reason for the situation 
Turkey 1s in today and the political unrest. This electoral 
law led to ANAP’s [Motherland Party] capturing two- 
thirds of Parliament with 3% percent of the vote and to 
Ozal’s becoming president. We expernenced a second 
Stage after 26 March. Even though the SHP received the 
most votes, 1 could not conduct a serious opposition 
against ANA®. Broad segments of society now believe 
that Inonu plays an important role in the mistakes Ozal 
has made in his presidency. Moreover. a fear of crisis 
dominates this party. Crisis 1s something we cannot help 
While the country being dragged into the depts of 
crisis and the ruling classes are responsible for i, the 
SHI has followed an caxtremely passive policy. merely 
hoping it would not happen. It could not produce active 
policies to avert crisis. It compromised with the ruling 
classes It tried to assure the static, not the people. And 
finally «t won the chauvinism championship im the 
burning issuc of the Kurdish problem. All of these things 
show that social democracy has never confronted the 
country’s realities and cannot solve the people's basic 


problems 


[GUNES] Since the SHP could not produce policies to 
benefit the people, what do you think are the chances of 
the party they say the defectors from this party will 
form” 

Cannot Survive 

[lisever] No chance at all in my opimon, because when 
one speaks of a formation on Uc left, one must speak 
first of all of a program. One must speak of the pol:cies 
to carry out this program. It 1s necessary to ask those who 
attempt to form a party what they want to do, what line 
of opimon they struggled with to reach this poi, and 
whether you have a historical, traditional, anc « colog- 
ical line or claim 


[GUNES] Okay, but significant developments are taking 
place in Europe. Won't they affect policy in our country” 


[lisever] The process occurring in Europe and the pro- 
cess occurring in Turkey are opposites. Look, the claim 
being made for Europe that “the communist partics are 
rotting, even becoming social democratic” —and this 1s 
somewhat truce for them—could never happen in Turkey 
While it 1s being said that social democracy has been 
rekindled in Furope today, social democracy 1s bankruM 

















in Turkey. Also, while it is being said that the working 
class 1s berg gradually beiter integrated into the order 
and that reform policies are alive in Europe, the lefi 1s 
reviving the working class movement in Turkey. The star 
of revolutionary policies is msing instead of the star of 
poles of duplicity. Turkey ss not Europe in my 
opimon. The leftist tendencies leading to a European- 
type process of change have no chance of survival in 
Turkey. 


[GUNES] What do you think about the developments in 
the East European countries” 


[Iisever] The mass movements in Eastern Europe are 
shaking up capitalism as well as the bureaucratic govern- 
ments there. The masses in these countries, with their 
demand for freedom. want to have a say in the political 
power. Eastern Europe has today joined the Third World 
as an important center of world struggic. A new front was 
opened ir Eastern Europe. These movements are pre- 
paring the groundwork for a proletarian socialism for- 
mation. When the spunkiness and revolutionary appetite 
of the peoples of Asia, Africa, and Latin America com- 
bine with the advanced technology and know-how of 
these countries, a force great enough to change the 
existing order of the world will emerge. 


[GUNES] You formed the first legal post-1980 party on 
the left in Turkey. Now the TBKP is making the same 
effort. There are also efforts toward a merger. What do 
you think of all these developments” 


Process of Unity on Left 


[lisever] The extensive factionalization experienced on 
the left up until 1980 ended to a great extent in the 
1980's. We criticize the divisions of that time, but when 
we loox at them under the circumstances of the time. 
they also hed a beneficial side. The Turkish lefi is very 
sensitive to the defining of the ideological linc, a very 
important aspect of the class struggle. Every group. 
party, or trend felt the need to define itself. Unity of 
opimion and ideology, and the defining of both, are 
important when undertaking as important a struggic as 
revolution. We were very divided at that time. This was 
a mistake, but a sound foundation was still created for 
those who would continue the class struggle in the 1980's 
and 1990's. Now a process of unity has begun on the left 

The left which defined itself earlier through separation 
has now entered a process of reacquaintance and 
lea’ ing about cach other. This unity will take shape 
according to our positions in the class struggle. By this I 
mean: There 1s a need for unity whose goal is a revolu- 
tionary struggle, and reformist units will also exist. The 
TBKP, with its program and the p:o"cies it produces on 
the socialist lefi, is a party that is a candidate for the 
reformism | mentioned. The TBKP made its perspective 
that “There is no revolutionary process ahead, but only 
duties for peace and democracy,” into a goal which it 
treed to gain just by the asking. That 1s, | sce an effort to 
legitimize itself by making itself out or proving itself to 
be no threat to the ruling classes. | would like to add the 
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following with regard to the process of unity: Thes began 
ostensibly around 1985 through dialogue and dcbatc 

Certain socialists would debate on open forums and 
pancl discussions, more or icss allowing a clear umage of 
the left to emerge. However, 1 was seen that thes would 
not work. The Socialist Party was established for the 
purpose of answering the pressing needs of the working 
class. the proictanat, and of developing more or licss 
towards the process of unity 


* Abdullah Basturk, i member of 
Parliament and former of banacd 
Confederation of Worker U nions 
(DISK) 

[1 Jan p S| 


[Text] [GUNES] What ts your opimon of the controver- 
sial situation in the SHP” 


[Basturk] The CHP was a product of Ataturk’s struggic 
for independence. Reform in our country took upon 
itself serious tasks in bringing about economic, social, 
and cultural goals that included change and moderniza- 
tion, and its goal was the modernization of society. The 
12 September intervention trampled underfoot the prin- 
ciples of independence, freedom. and secularism. This 
approach in which the future of the country and socicty 
was threatened also brought w th it destruction. It closed 
down the CHP, the party thu Ataturk had established 
and which had perpetuated his reforms, the other polit- 
ical parties, the essential clements of democracy, 9s well 
aS prorressive mass organizations such as DISK and 
TOBDER [Turkish Teachers Unity and Solidarity Asso- 
ciation], which promoted the economic and democratic 
struggle of the working class. Using fascist methods, n 
ined to silence the country and society and keep them 
out of politics. They inflicted torture and all kinds of 
abuse on hundreds of thousands of people. They nur- 
tured anti-Ataturkism and encouraged recidivism for 
individuals and groups. They made up petty tests of 
democracy. The SHP was established as a political 
organization whose foundation was the destruction and 
casting off of this social, cultural, economic, and political 
guise in which the leaders of the 12 September coup 
wanted to dress the Turkish people. Let me just say that 
the officers clected at the June 1988 convention cast 
aside the SHP’s function of restoring democracy and 
assumed an appearance identical with that of the leaders 
of the 12 September coup, their perspective on the 
country and Ozal's policies perpetuating |2 September 
They revealed their desire to be Oval’s spare tire and a 
status quo party. They adopted practices designed to 
purge the progressive and democratic segment within the 
party that opposed this behavior. They wiped out 
internal party democracy and law. Society and the dem- 
ncratic and progressive public no longer have any confi- 
dence in this contingent. With thes leadership and thy 
administrative concept, the SHP has no function beyond 
presenting an obstacle to the struggle for democracy and 
the restoration of «emocracy 
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[GU NES] You said the SHP has abandoned the purpose 
for which was founded. If +o. how will thes word be 
filled” 


L opsolidation Needed 


[Basturk] Looking at political developments, when a 
void occurs in the social democratic politcal movement 
im our Country, and clsewhere m the world as well, 11 1 
usually replenished within its own rules. Here there us a 
chance, albert small, to embrace expulsion by the orga- 
nization of the administration that brought the SHP to 
thes pass and restoration of the party's purpose. Thes 1s 
the duty from this moment on of ou. colleagues thinking 
about and striving for thes possibiluy. Other than the 
SHP in the area of social democracy, ‘here 1s Ecevit's 
Democratic Left Party. If the social democrats are ever 
going to hold power im our country, they wall have to 
consolidate their abilities to solve Turkey's problems 
When more than one social democratic party goes into 
an election without consolidating, 1 will end in terrible 
defeat. Every self-respecting democrat, progressive 
social democrat, or socialist with any respect for society 
Ought to give priority to finding a way to consolidate. My 
colleagues and |, in assuming duties in the SHP. have 
striven to bring such a goal into being. As far as I can tell, 
neither the general chairman nor the general secretary 
seems to have any sdea about or approach to taking 
power or resolving the people's expectations. When all 
thes fuss 1s over, we will sit down and discuss how a social 
democratic political organization answerable to the 
needs and expectations of our people can be brought 
about, and how our movement can be organized to do 
this. It would not be right to say anything definite at this 


point 


[GU NES] A lot is happening in the world. The East Bloc 
iS Cxpernencing a process of rapid change. How do you 
evaluate these developments’ 


Dual System Will Be Superceded 


[Basturk] The world has been arguing for years over 
whether the capitalist system or the communist system 1s 
best for the welfare state and civilizations that our age 
has brought into being. The search has been going on for 
many years in the Western countries we call developed 
and in the communist countries that account for nearly 
half the world’s population. Neither the despotic, repres- 
sive orders of communism nor the savage exploitation of 
capitalism 1s the product of civilization. | believe the 
new developments will create a climate in which human 
intelligence and logic will be able to supercede both of 
them and the people of the world will be able to live in 
peace under common principics 


[GUNES] How will these developments affect us’ There 
are consolidation and legitimization ciforts on the 
Marxist left too 


Total L nity of Left 


{basturk] Polstecal organization has not been based on 
independence and the class struggic. The scarch gocs on 
bul has not yet been ponted toward the desired oul- 
come As far as I can sec, the time has come for all lef*rst 
groups to unite, at least in action and at the ballot box, if 
the process of democratuzztion 1s to begin and accom- 
plish sts goal. if every trend of thought 1 to have the 
chance to organize, and .f constitutional and iegal obsia- 
cles are to be eliminated. And the engine of thes function. 
the one responsibic, must be the social democratic polit- 
cal organization that will create thes kend of secure 
climate 


[GUNES] Is t possible for the social democrats and the 
Marxists to youn under a single party roof m our country” 


{Basturk} A broad unity may be contemplated in Turkey. 
if conditions require, in order to start the process of 
democratization and bring it to fruition. However. this 
kind of knowledgeable and responsible approach 1s not 
visible at present in our country and polrtical cadres. | 
consider the democratic platforms ranging from the 
minimum to the maxmmum as politecal mutsatives that 
must not be ignored in overcoming the country’s and 
society's bottlenecks and redeeming the mortgages taken 


owt on it 


* Melih Pekdemir, defendant in main 
Revolutionary Way trial in Ankara 


{2 Jan p 5] 


[Excerpt] (GU NES] How wouid you evaluate the contro- 
versial climate within the SHP” 


[Pekdemir] The conflicts within the SHP. which offi- 
cially represents the left but 1s a state party rather than a 
social democratic party im the true sense, stem from 
these characteristics im its political identity. The SHP 
claims to give priority to industnalization and democra- 
tization, but, because it cannot adopt a stance opposing 
the interests of the monopolies in industralization, it 1s 
totally lacking in the ability to carry its democratization 
program beyond the preferences of the monopolies We 
have to be fundamentally opposed to an SHP having 
these characteristics. But the relative difference that 
emerges when it 1s compared with other status-quo 
parties arises from the fact that the truly democratic and 
patnotic people in the SHP organization do not imsist 
that the SHP be a peop'e's party. One must not think that 
we are insensitive to developments in the SHP structure 
for this reason. SHP members will be considered to have 
taken their place at the side of the proletariat to the 
degree that they take a stance against the violations of 
human nghts, despite the obstructiveness of the crew 
now in office, and carry the struggle for democracy 
beyond the circle drawn by the monopolies 


[GUNES] How do you evaluate world events, especially 
developments occurring in Eastern Europe” 








Long Live Socialism 


[Pekdemur] The changes occurring in the USSR and 
Eastern Europe mght now hold the possibility of leading 
to a global upset in the balance of powers. We may say 
from this standpoint that a new cra 1s opening. However. 
thes upset offers no concrete aspect al present beyond a 
picture of total uncertainty and confusion. For a sound 
analysis, perhaps 1 wall be necessary to wart until devel- 
opments solidify a ltile and become relatively settled 
down, to wait until they reach a tangible point where we 
can get a handic on them. Perhaps the casiest evaluation 
from our standpoint here is to stress that life itself has 
proved our theoretical principles aad political critacrsms 
im relation to modern revisionism since around 1975. 
But | have to see thr: evaluation as too casy and, im fact, 
madequatc. In order to say what ought to be said now, i 
18 Necessary to bring to the forefront the effort to produce 
theory again with a more comprehensive approach. 
without losing our former theoretical foundation, and to 
engage in some in-depth activity aimed at analyzing new 
developments. In my opinion, it would be a good idea to 
underscore this fact mght here and now: To shout “Long 
live socialism” in a world in which i 1s commonplace to 
hear that socialism 1s over and dead, and in a Turkey in 
which a program to eviscerate the left is in progress, 
must be accepted as a revolutionary attitude beyond 
romantic emotionalism, because what 1s dying today 1s 
the bureaucracy that frustrates the will of the proictariat. 
And this development 1s proof that a socialism that 1s the 
product of the will of the proletariat will survive. As lone 
as the desire for freedom and equality lives on in a world 
stalked by exploitation and inequality, socialism will 
certainly survive. Our attitude must be one of evaluating 
all developments in light of this historical fact, of not 
berng tossed about by the political winds of mght or 
“teft” and trying to find quick answers to every change 
we come up against without wasting for the dust to settle, 
or of not being content to try to explain every new 
development in terms generally valid at some carlier 
time. Theoretically, this requires more cool-headedness 
than ever before, the ability to understand that revolu- 
tionary possibilities are being produced again among all 
the supposed impossibilities will be facilitated to the 
degree that we retain a revolutionary perspective of 
existing developments. 


[GUNES] We are seeing developments on the socialisi 
left in Turkey too. 


False Hopes 


[Pekdemir] In Turkey, where a program to undermine 
the lefi 1s in progress today, the Ieflist movement must 
regain effectiveness and launch an extraordinary effort 
to overcome its factionalism. We must be able to see in 
the most general sense within the leftist movement the 
social opposition forces which defend the interests of the 
working people against the existing order. Such an 
approach will save the issue from being squeezed into as 
indefinite a framework as unity of socialrts alone, and 
will make it possible to find practical solutions beyond 
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negotuating-table arguments such as whether somconc 
considers someone cise to be a socialest. Agrecing on 
action to be taken mm the movement of revolutionary- 
democratx oppositvon to the carting order musi be 
considered more meaningful thas: debating the best 
revolution ir, program. Everyon: must first bring hes 
Own prog:.@ ad jon this opposition before un wall be 
possible to gc & concrete grasp of Common ports 


An approach which may mvolw the different circles, 
groups. and organizations of the icftrst movement in 
platform struggics im this way would clemimate the 
intenal ossification of cach and the “hostilities” among 
them, and could become the mot? umportent agent for 
sorting Oul political purity mm the democratic struggic 
against fascism. Gace of the most important dauage s 
today along these lincs 1. fers wng on the pont of getting 
carned away by false ho,.-s. Sepeal of 141 and 142 mon 
the agenda today. There I doubt that such a devel- 
opment will go down his. > our cred to the 
degree, however sight. ti: tr.dm. of thought and 
freec‘om to organize are cxpaetic¢. But « 1s important 
not to ignore the tactics of th: program to discredit the 
left in this development, because one can see forceful 
purging of the most 4ynamic clements of popular oppo- 
sition behind the drunction between legitimate and 
illegitimate left, ond a climate in which mformism is 
relatively freer counts on even strncter bans than before 
on any kind of revolutionism. If the cxupectation that 4 
CHP reformism that marched to victory on the slogan 
“Ecevit is our hope” would “climinate the danger of 
fascism” ended in disappointment around 1975. you 
don't have to be a fortune teller to see that getting carned 
away with the expectation that bourgeors democracy will 
become institutionalized in a Turkey without 14! and 
142 will lead to the same result. To hope that internal 
peace will come about in a country like Turkey without 
the coercion of a revolution, one would have either to 
not live in this country or to have just come here. In hight 
of all these facts and exercising the right to rep'y briefly. 
we mav say that the duty of all democratic forces 15 to 
create a consolidated, revolutionary. democratic opposi- 
thon movement on popular struggle platforms [passage 
omitted] 


* Ercan Karakas, Istanbul SHP provincial 


[3 Jan p 5} 


[Text] [GUNES] What is your evaluatron of the recent 
controversy mn the SHP” 


[Karakas} The SHP is caperencing a great crisis at the 
moment. Underlying the crisis 1s the party's failure to 
complete the process o becoming a social democrata 
party. Some of the party's officers have the goa! of 
becoming another CHP insicad of imnovating along 
social democratic lines, and have begun @ misguided 
debate, causing a loss of time in innovation. They think 
it sufficsent for the social democracy Concept to carst on 
the party's name. Yet what gives a party its identity 
neither the name of the party nor the mitcntions and 
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thoughts of us officers. It os the party's structure, we. 
ology. program. relations with the working population. 
and possison in micrnational organizations. Wher onc 
looks at ot from thes standpownt. 1 1s scen that the SHP 
has still not compicted the process of becoming a social 
democratuc party. The attempt by some party officers to 
transfer verbatim the old structures and concepts to the 
post-l2 September social democratn organization 1s 
what created the probicem 


Changes which have not Deen made include revision of 
the concept of membership. continuous and widespread 
education within the party and opening the channels of 
the decrssonmaking process to the members and organ:- 
rations. Morcover, micrnal party discontent has been 
caused by the removal of elected provincial and district 
officers for trivial reasons, faslure to hold conventions on 
tome, failure to hold prima.ves mm many instances i local 
elections, and selection of quota candidatcs on a narrow. 
group-ornented basis. Similarly sheckding the program 
from policy deliberations. the policy mmplemented in the 
presidential clection, and, finally. the defiant expulsion 
of seven national deputies turned the situation imto a 
crisis 


[GUNES] Okay, how wall thes crisrs be resolved” 


{Karakas} The way to get out of a crises mm political 
parties 1s to carefully sdentify the causes of the crisis, 
bring them before the body that ought to deal with them. 
that 1s. the full party assembly. and find the solution 
there. The SHP Charter Assembly that ts to mect at the 
en’ of January will give us thes opportunity im a sense 


[GUNES] A lot ss happening mm the world, especially in 
Eastern Europe. What do vou thenk about this’ 


[Karakas}] Great changes are taking place in Europe, 
especially Eastern Europe One must classify the changes 
as radical reforms. The basic desires of the reform 
movements im Eastern Europe are freedom of thought 
and organization and the participation of the people im 
politecal decisvons. In short. democracy. The democratx 
dimension of socialism has been ignored until now in the 
socialist caperiment in Eastern Europe. It was thought 
that socialism would be realized socially and sconom:- 
cally by emproveng the conditions of the workers and 
putting ownership of the means of production into the 
hands of the state. The events now occurring show that 
socialism can be gained Only through democracy They 
confirm the social democratec thesis that socialiem is 
impossible without democracy. While the socialist ccwn- 
tries debated their own socialist valucs, they tried to 
revise the relatronship between reform and revolution 
We are now seeing these countries accepting the impor- 
tance of reform as a means of social ard economic 


developmen’ 


[GUNES] Is Western Europe being affected by these 
oevclopments” 


[Karakas}] The social democratic parties in Western 
Europe are continuing thew efforts toward allowing 


reforms to garn a new qualety. They are trying to sdentafy 
polices jor the realizateon of democracy m the coonom: 
They are reveseng ther party programs according to the 
new corcumstances. Program dchates are taking place 
with all posible speed wm West Germany. the Britesh 
Labour Party. France. the Netherlands, and other Euro- 
pean countnes. In short. every scgmeni of the iefi ss 
siriving to renew ssclt 


[GUNES] | thenk these devclopments are also affecting 
the Mararst icft on Turkey 


|Karakas) It 1s mconcervable that the Marxrst-socialra 
left, and the entere left mm general m Turkey would not be 
affected by these developments m Europe. In fact, we ree 
that certam icfivst movements m our country, upon 
critical evaluation of the past. are trying to develop new 
approa hes 


Modern democracy the polrtecal order that 1s open to 
all partecs and thal gives them the chance to operatic 
freely. Turkey. however, has persisted for years m is 
bans on the left. The complete iifteng of these bans as 
soon as possible os a must. The Mararst icfi may find a 
casict to overcome its problems of sdcology and organ:- 
zation after isese bans are Med A significant part of the 
European left 1s able to unite m Common views ON Many 
basic topics today The cencept of plurairst democracy 
based on the human nghts ard freecoms and the rejec- 
on of violence as a poluecal schicle are common 
concepts. Thrs agreement on fundamental topics ‘rings 
with 1 a softening among ideologies. Thes situation 1s 
making a significaat contrihet on to the progress and 
yelling of democracy | thonk semslar developments will 
take place our cowntry, but I thenk ot well take tome 


* Professor Sadun Aren, former Turkish Workers 


officer and member of Parliament, 
of Watch Committee and editor 
GELENEKR magazine 
}4 Jan p S| 


[Teat]} (GL NES] The SHP #s on deep controversy leading 
up to the convention. What <.¢ your comments on the 
current status of the SHP” 


{Aren] We may explain the discontent in the SHP by the 
party administration's faslure to engage im political 
action that satisfies the membership SHP members feel 
that the thrusts they had hoped for have not been made 
hy the party administration, and they are on the point of 
leaving the party. | think ome reason for this is that a 
Marxist party cannot be formed legally in Turkey. Seeing 
that thes 1s (ruc, the people who would be m such 2 party 
may have youned the SHP. And they nave fallen inte the 
discontent | mentioned carler. This being the case, I 
dowtt that leaving che SHP and forming a party a little to 
the feft of 1 sa valid route S.auiw discontent would be 
ines tate in that party too It seers to me that anyone— 
some. al least if mot all—who would leave the SHP could 
form a teft Nank withen the SHP. What makes the SHP 
the SHP +s as much ots lefiver as its centralized admin- 
istrahon. Aw SHP purged of the left would destroy is 











social democratic identity. But the leſt flank of the social 
democrats could not be a party by nself. And that would 
have some significance to the group on the SHP’s own 
nght. Of course | am assuming here that thos: on the 
SHP’s left would form a mass differcat from the Marxist 
left. 


[GUNES] Is ut likely that those who have left or will 
leave the SHP would form a party to include the Marxist 
left” 


Sech Unity impossible 


[Aren] The concept of the Marxist, or communist, party 
has softened pretty much nowadays in comparison to 
whai it used to be. The concept of a tightly organized 
party to carry eul revolutron 1s being abandoned im our 
Country, just as it is in the West. This being the case, it 
seems natural that a broad spectrum open to different 
*Aarxist interpretations would emerge in Marxist parties. 
Thas line aums at having a socialrst-Marxist social order 
come into berg, cauune it to come into being—albent in 
the long term. If social democracy were to be perceived 
only as capitalism with some cosmetic touches, the 
Marais: left parties are closed to formations along this 
line. But this does not mean that Marxist partics would 
not Cooperate with social democratic perties. This being 
the case, if those who have left or will leave the SHP were 
going to jorn a Marxist party, they would have to favor 
Marxism personally. Just being a social democrat is not 
sufficsent to te « member of a Marxist party. It is also 
necessary thai a homogeneity exist among party mom- 
bers. The scope and nature of this homogencity would 
vary according to the nature of the work the party would 
do. For example, homogencity among members of a 
party whose goal 1s armed revolution would have to be 
close and tght. The old communist parties were very 
narfow parties in this sense. However, there has ceased 
to be a que'on of armed revolution for the Marxist- 
commun! partics of today, at least in countries like 
Turkey and Western Europe. This being the case, one 
must no longer seck outmoded standards in the question 
of unity of view among members of these parties. The 
functions that these parties tuke on today, such as the 
gradual democ atization of society. the reduction and 
gradual eradicainon of the influence of imperialism and 
monopolies, and the quest for peace may come within a 
much broader spectrum of opinion and scop: of Marxist 
interpretation. Nevertheless, a party to which everyone 
could belong 1s out of the question. It is impossible, for 
Turkey at least, for the sov.1al democrats and the Marx- 
ists to porn mm the same party. “uch a party could not 
succeed. 


[GUNES] How do you evaluate recent world develop- 
ments, especially in Fastern Europe’ 
Secialiom We Desire 


[Aren] | find the developments in Eastern Europe and 
the Soviet Union very positive. | see them as develop- 
ments toward a realization of the socialism: we have 


FBIS-WEL -90-043-S 
5 March 1990 


contemplated and wanted for a long ume. | would never 
consider them a return to capitalism. All of these dev.i- 
opments stand up to Mararst 2 valyses, that 1s, they may 
be cxplained by these means of analysis. Undoubicaly 
shifts may occur when this upheaval stops, a lithe back 
m same Countries, 2 little forward m others, and to the 
lett or mght. Whatever. | am keeping up with develop- 
ments mm these countries through the Turkish press. | 
have ot found the opportunity to make a direct obser- 
vation or to talk sufficiently with anyone who has. | 
therefore do not want to say anything really definue 


[GUNES] There ss an effon toward party formation and 
unity on the Marxist ieft in Turkey. Whai are your 


thoughts on this” 


jAren] Yes, .2¢ Marxrst left is engaged m imitensive 
efiorts to form a party tocay. As you know, there are 
some Marxist party structures and trends im our country 
that have been left over from the past. Their interpreta- 
tions of Turkey and thoughts on (he party to be formed 
are not in harmony with cach other. And developments 
mm world Marxism and in the socialist countries make the 
problem more difficult, because events in this regard and 
ideas, 100, have not yet been formed. The only openness 
to occur 1 that Marxism and socialest practices have 
entered a very um portant process of spreading and trans- 
formation. Therefore, as far as | can see, the Marxists in 
Turkey are open to these changes. | find this very 
positive. Of course, another important difficulty 1s the 
banned status resulting from 141 and 142. Assuming 
these articles of the penal code will be revoked soon, | 
hope that the process of party formation on the Marxist 
left will move ahead with greates speed and that a single 
Marxist party will be formed in Turkey 


[GUNES] A single Marxrst party’ How will this come 
about” 


[Aren] A single party 1s very important. The fragmenta- 
tion of the 1970's must not be repeated. Moreover, the 
broadly based Marxist party concept that | mentioned a 
little carher makes 1 possible for different Marxist views 
and interpretations to find a home within one party. 
They ough! to be under one party roof, This 1s possible. 


* Professor Onur Kumbaracibasi, S}iP group vice 
chairman 


{4 Jan p 5) 


[Text] [GUNES] Wha. 1s your evaluation of the recent 
controversy mm the SHP” 


{Kumbaracibasi} | do not agree with the evaluations that 
indicate that the SHIP has feed to capitalize on its 
success in the 26 March cicections. I do not beleve that 
the pubiic opinion polls on this were very accurate. The 
SHP is still the mumber one party. The shght increase in 
criticisms of our party lately has do with the fact that the 
SHP has Lecome the citizen's only hope. Some of these 
criticisms: are pustified. The SHP has been a little too 
preoccupied with its internal s ructure lately. Efforts to 
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rescue society from this government, which ought to be 
the primary goal, seem to have slipped a little. Critecrsms 
are increasing for this reason. The party 1s in a tight spot, 
in a way, and this 1s why the extraordinary convention 
was .oniemplated. This convention must be a compro- 
musing, unifying peace convention. The SHP delegates 
will find approaches t~ ensure this integrity in order to 
keep the hopes of soc ety alive. 


[GUNES] You attribute the crisis in the SHP to a 
significant degree to the party's having reached the stage 
to assume power. So does everyone im the party. for 
“sample, undersiand 2nd explain the SHP in the same 


ay” 


No Objection to Program 


{Kumbaracibasi] Approaches stemming from explaining 
or defining the party are a matter of nuance. There 1s no 
objection to the party's program. The party got a little 
too obsessed with its own internal problems, and the 
trouble, in my opinion, starts here. It 1s very difficult to 
say right now that the troubles come from an ideological 
definition. Al any rate, the statements made by our 
colleagues who resigned are not all that clear 


[GUNES] There are some who said, as a rationale for 
resigning, that the SHP has lost its attribute of being a 
social democratic party, but... 


{[Kumbaracibasi] Politics are conducted in Turkey in 
very abstract terms. A very few of our frends who made 
announcements used the assessment that you mention, 
but it does not appear in a significant portion of their 
Statements. Nevertheless, those who cxpress such views 
are not putting them on distinct foundations, but leave i 
at the accusation level. It 1s also possible to say the exact 
opposite of these views. One can tell that the party has 
renounced its program only by its practices in power 


[GUNES] What are your evaluations of recent develop- 
ments in Eastern Europe” 


[Kumbaracibasi] If we look at the past 15 years, we can 
trace a tendency in the leftist movements in Europe 
toward a specific point in common, along with the 
retention of party distinctions. A European communism 
initiated by Berlinguer in Italy was seriously debated 
among leftists of other Western countries. The inter- 
esting thing recently 1s the rapid development in the East 
Bloc countries, which had been careful to remain outside 
these debates and had even opposed them. In my 
opinion, the rapid flow of events must not obstruct 
cool-headed evaluation and reflection. It 1s clear that a 
realistic analysis of what happened is needed. Are the 
political events that are occurring one after another in 
the East Bloc in fact the spontaneous actions that they 
seem to be, in which the people's expressed desire for 
democracy has automatically taken shape? Or are they 
formations that occurred through putting into practice a 
new world policy which was well thougit out and care- 
fully prepared and 1s under the control of some head- 
quarters’? When we lock at developments from this 


angic. an imicresting situation appears. The primary 
desire expressed by the people in all of these countnes. 
which have brought their economic development to a 
certain level under a communist regime and a collectivist 
concept to date. 1s to have freedom within the polstical 
decisionmaking mechanisms. In other words. a serious 
demand for democracy in the political arena 1s being 
expressed. It appears that this demand is be.ag met with 
understanding. and even support to a certain degree. by 
the Politburo of the CPSU [Communist Party of the 
Soviet Umon] which to date has kept strict control over 
these countnes and has not made concessions. This view 
leads to the opimon that the dea that the developments 
were unplanned and spontancous in the fullest sense is 
somewhat naive approach. Moreover, might the clanges 
in the East Bloc go keyond human freedoms” Is there 
also a desire to change the economic orders of these 
countres’ This 1s not clear. What 1s clear 1s that the 
CPSU, in the person of Gorbachev, has made a serious 
chess move. One might think that the move has several 
goals. the first of which would be to reduce Soviet 
military spending and redirect that moncy to the 
national welfare. Second was to give relief to the East 
Bloc people who were oppressed by the harshness of 
single-party regimes and the inability to have their 
economic needs met. Moreover, the East Bloc people 
were shown that changes could take place in the political 
regime and that 1 would not be just words. Third, 
allowed the transfer to the West, albeit only to a certain 
degree. of the surplus work force, and ensured significant 
financial and economic support from the governments of 
the Western countries that were excited by these devel- 
opments. As a final pont, it made it possible for the East 
Bloc regimes to make a serious comparison between 
their own system and the Western system in general. The 
purpose of this may be to show that the West 1s not the 
paradise it was thought to be 


[GUNES] How ts the Marxist left in Turkey affected by 
these developments” 

Marxism Not Collapsed 

(Kumbaracibasi] These recent changes and develop- 
ments in Eastern Europe cannot be accepted as the 
collapse of Marxism in itself. The Marxist left will 
continue to exist, whether organized or not, both om the 
world and in Turkey. We, the SHP. favor allowing the 
Marxist lefi to organize in Turkey. For this reason, we 
believe in the need for the provisions of law that prohibit 
such organization to be revoked. We have presented the 
proposals that adherence to thre belief would require to 
the Turkish Grand National Assembly. Certainly om the 


democratic system all political thought must be repre- 
sented and mus: have the opportunity to explain itself. 


* Professor Yakup Kepenek, SHP Party Assembly 
member 


[5 Jan p 5} 


[Text] [GUNES] What is the situation in the SHP”? 
Where did the controversy begin” 
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[Kepenck] It 1s necessary to take up the SHP’s problems 
on two mayor planes. First 1s the objective corcumstances 
under which the SHP came into being, and second 1s the 
concept of admunrstration that cxists in the SHP. The 
SHP 1s a party that takes its roots from national inde- 
pendence. the Ataturk reforms, and the secular republic. 
and which believes in populism. These clements also 
form the foundation of social democracy in Turkey 

Combining these SHP clements with current develop- 
ments to restore denvocracy in Turkey and stressing 
economic development in the process are things which 
could not be done because of the known circumstances 
of the 12 September-ANAP [Motherland Party] pernod. 
In particular, objective conditions exist that prohibit 
development of the SHP. such as the limitations placed 
on umon nghts and freedoms, restrictions on freedom of 
thought, and the enormous blow to deveiopment of the 
left in genera: in Turkey. However, the SHP has man- 
aged to be very successful in spite of all this. In order that 
the SHP might succeed, and to bring the 12 September- 
ANAP regime to an end, it would have been necessary to 
get the social opposition into action and place on the 
agenda a stable and lasting program for transition to 
democracy. Instead of doing this. the SHP top adminis- 
tration chose, with a logic that was often elusive, to air its 
own inicraal disputes. to put the party's internal frre- 
tions or drsp.ay and, exceeding its authority, to change 
the program prepared by our organization. The recent 
dispuies siem from this 


[GUNES] So why ts the SHP top administration 
behaving in this way’? Don't they want the party to be in 


power and grow” 


[Kepenck] Certainly 11 +s not an adequate answer to say, 
“Ask them.” But the SHP top administration has not 
been able to proceed to a structure that perceives ade- 
quately the hopes and desires of the rank and file on 
which the SHP can depend, nor has ut been able to 
convert these desires into concrete projects. It cannot 
risk the give-and-take with the dominant forces of 
society, or rather with the economic and political foci of 


power 


[GUNES] Do you agree with your party administration 
on perceptions of today’s system, or do you have differ- 
ences on this point too” 


[Kepenek] Certainly it would be a great injustice to 
consider the SHP administration on the same level with 
the 12 September-ANAP regime. The SHP admuinistra- 
tion certainly desires the dismantling of the 12 Sep- 
tember regime. However, it 1s inadequate at moving into 
action the sectors of society that would give it support in 
realizing this goal. This 1s one of the most important 
points on which we have differences with the SHP 
administration. 


[GUNES] The party administration says that this system 
may change when it 1s in power. 
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{Kepenck] It may change when the SHP comes to power 
if 1 gets social pressure to work in its favor and cocjer- 
ates with the other politecal partics. In other words, no 
party should take on the job of following the | 2 Septem- 
ber-ANAP regime by uself, even if it has an adequate 
majority in the Assembly. A party's having an Assembly 
majority would not be sufficient to change thes kind of 
enormous social and cconomi formation. For that 
reason, it 1s necessary to ect the effective participation of 
different segments of society and the political parties. Of 
course, the support of the parties 1 favor of democracy 


must be sought 


[GUNES] The SHP convention 1s coming up. Your 
frends with whom you shared the struggle in the party 
earher have resigned. But you insist on staying in the 


party 


Internal Party Democracy 


[Kepenck] We want the SHP to succeed. to produce 
solutions to the needs of society, and to work effectively 
and productively. The resignation of national deputies 
and some of the organizational people from the SHP 
stems from the failure of the top administration to work 
effectively and productively or to answer the needs of 
society. However, it becomes extremely important at this 
point to work within the SHP and to stand up for our 
party, which was formed through years of hard work and 
the physical and moral blood, sweat, and tears of our 
organizations. The important thing 1s to give life to the 
views and principles for which the SHP stands. We hope 
the SHP top administration remains committed to the 
rule of law in the internal functioning of the party and 
does not destroy internal party democracy, because if 
internal party democracy 1s destroyed, the existence of 
the SHP ceases to mean anything 


[GUNES] What are your comments on developments in 
the East European countries” 


People Power 


[Kepenck] I would like to draw attention to an important 
feature of the developments in Eastern Europe: It 1s the 
people who are bringing about change. the people are 
creating true democracy. Therefore, it 1s the hopes and 
desires of the people that will be the determining factor 
in the shape of the future. The economic structure of the 
future will be economically successful insofai as social 
development can be brought into harmony with the 
development of individual potential. As for the social 
and polrtical angle, socialist democracy 1s cxpected to 
become a world leader in showing very positive devel- 
opments. The climate of world peace that will be 
obtained will open new horizons for humanity 


{GUNES] The Marxist left in Turkey is caperiencing a 
unifying process. What is your evaluation of the devel- 


opments? 
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Left Handicap 


[Kepenek] The left in Turkey has never been abic to fully 
grasp the essence that embraces its own natural forma- 
tion and social structure because of the limitations 
constantly being placed on freedom of thought and 
freedom to organize. As the saying goes, the left in 
Turkey has a birth defect. And just as the disadvantages 
and effects of 1 were experienced for many years in the 
past. they persist today. Let me mention here a point 
involving articles 141 and 142. In my opinion, lifting 
these articles would mean lifting a significant obstacle to 
freedom of thought. And this also 1s an important 
prerequ:site to democratization. Bul 1 would never be 
sufficient. The essential problem 1s to have freedom to 
organize as in Western Europe. For the left to combine in 
a single party may be considered appropriate as an ideal, 
but. as | said before, would the congenital defects and 
disabilities allow this kind of unity? This, in my opinion, 
is the basic problem that ought to be under discussion 
One point must be underscored here. | am thinking that 
it #$ mecessary that this kind of process of party forma- 
tion not be kept in the monopoly of the thinkers, but 
instead that the effective participation of the people and 
the organized mass segments of society in this process be 
ensured. 


* Tanju Akad, author 


|S Jan p 5] 


[Text] [GUNES] What are your thoughts on the recent 
controversy in the SHP? 


[Akad] First we have to look at how the social democrats 
define themselves. The party officers have a concept of a 
Evropean-type social democratic movement. This is the 
case right now with the Baykal faction. This has never 
been valid for Turkey. There are some important 
impasses here. European social democracy has the sup- 
port of workers and the middie classes who welcome 
orderliness, because they are cxercising the advantages 
of living in a wealthy country. Turkey, however, is a less 
developed country, a production poor country. There is 
extremely little production. And what there is 1s not used 
honestly. Moreover, it has a debt problem. A debtor 
never has freedom of action. Having a European-style 
social democratic movement in such a country 1s a pipe 
dream. The social democrats have for years been 
deceiving both themselves and the people. They get the 
votes of a segment of people who favor labor because 
there is no strong leftist alternative. Thinking that they 
automatically have these votes, they try to attract the 
votes of wealthier segments and make themselves attrac- 
tive to the capital world. However, there are more 
democratic and more patriotic people within the party 
who react to the nghtist subservient and centrist trend. 
Turkey's economic and political problems constantly 
bring these two segments into confrontation. That is, this 
conflict is constantly renewing itself. 


[GUNES] One group that split off from the SHP has the 
same evaluation as yours and is leaning toward a new 
organization. What are this kind of party's chances of 
success” 
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No One Knows Vet 

[Akad] Actually. social democracy 1s al an impasse in the 
less developed countries. The less developed countnes’ 
problems cannot be solved without making radical 
changes in land ownership. the political regime, and 
foreign trade. There 1s nothing to indicate that the SHP 
has a mentality along these lines. Quite the opposite. If 
another party 1s formed 11 1s umpossible to say al present 
what its chances would be 


[GUNES] A significant change 1s occurring in Eastern 
Europe. 


Natural Popular Reaction 


[Akad] I see the actions in the East European countries as 
a reaction against socialism’s mistakes. However, this 
reaction may create a better climate for socialism in 
certain cases. But it may also create an opportunity for 
counterrevolutionary forces in some cases. Both imperi- 
alism and the mghtist forces in these countries will do 
everything they can to take advantage of this opportu- 
nity and to strike a blow against socialism. Now if these 
countnes had started carier and had developed the 
initiative of the working people within a process under 
their own control, a lot of their problems would have 
reached a much better solution, and imperialism would 
not have had the chance to intervene so much. However, 
events came out of the initiative of administrators in 
Eastern Europe. Nevertheless, the reactions of the people 
against these administrations’ from-the-top-down situa- 
tions 1s quite natural. Because the solution «as imposed 
on a confused platform, it gave the enemies of the 
working class tremendous trump cards. One of these ts 
detente. Detente and glasnost are inextricably inter. 
twired. There can be no obstacle to glasnost as long as 
there is no Opposition to detente. In this situation an 
adequate reaction cannot be shown to imperialism's 
being squeezed in a corner. Openness 15 necessary, but it 
seems that this openness is getting out of control. Stull, 
this will be a gain for the pro-worker forces of the world 
in the final analysis if the workers, which are the essence 
of socialism, develop mass political organizations which 
can cxercise the initiative in the true sense. | want to 
mention a final point: Glasnost and perestroyka have 
shown cveryone that authoritarian approaches every- 
where in the world are doomed to fail sooner or later. 
What would build socialism 1s not a bureaucratic party 
issuing edicts at the top, but the organized initiative of 
the working masses. This is true on a national scale and 
at the party level as well. This 1s bound to wake up 
socialists everywhere in the world. 


[GUNES] The socialist left in our country is in a state of 
significant animation. Efforts ai legalization and unity 
are moving ahead rapidly. What is your evaluation” 


Left and Participation 


[Akad] The important thing for the socialist left 1s not 
whether their organization 1s legal or illegal, but whether 
they are legitimaie in the eyes of the masses. The socialist 
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left 1s a part of society too. It 1s necessary that the 
socialists have this awareness to see themscives as a 
legitimate part of society. And they must act accordingly 
Unfortunately, the fragmented tradition entered 1 urkish 
politics from the beginning. Turkey's political heritage 1s 
Union and Progress. Every organization that followed 1. 
whether left or mght, has retained something from this 
heritage. This is true for the SHP, for the former Justice 
Party, for ANAP, for the idealists, and for the leftist 
organizations. They have applied politics, not according 
to their own theornes, but the way they saw their fathers 
and grandfathers doing it. The manner of conducting 
politics 1s the same of theory. And the reason 
for this is the lack of organizational democracy. This 
c& privation of democracy and a tradition of compromise 
for a specific goal is a common feature of Middle Eastern 
societies. The Arabs and the Byzantines shared this 
feature. And this geography is a far more effective 
determining factor in how politics will be conducted 
than theory 1s. However, it seems that priority will be 
placed on the review of the manner of conducting 
politics in the democratic and progressive era of today, 
and that better progress may be made towarc the goal 
with a broader organizational democracy. Whichever 
political group recognizes this and applies it first will 
have a significant advantage. 


Provided its policy 1s mght, of course. If you are going to 
ask someone for something, you have to give him in 
exchange the right of participating in the decision, of 
having a say in making the decision. The concept of “if 
you believe in me you will follow me blindly” is a relic of 
the past. It (s necessary to understand this completely. 
Unfortunately, the concept of blindly following the 
leader, whether left or right, is still in effect in Turkey. 
This is a problem that will be partially solved as people 
become better educated and develop better skills. Also, a 
deep knowledge of history will be useful in grasping these 
problems. The average Turkish politician today, whether 
left or right, does not even know as much about Turkey 
as the ordinary foreign diplomat. It is first necessary to 
rectify this shameful lack of knowledge. The people who 
conduct politics in Turkey must know at least as much 
about their country and the world as the foreigners 
serving in i urkey. 


* Ismail Cem, SHP member and Council of 
Assembly socialist group 
vice chairman 


16 Jan p 5] 


[Text] [GUNES] Controversy in he SHP continues to 
intensify. What is your evaluation of this situation’ 


[Cem] I do not look at the problems as being peculiar to 
the SHP, but in the context of social democratic polic, in 
general, and | evaluate them in three different dimen- 
sions: 

First | evaluate them in the framework of how far the 
Turkish left is behind the left in the rest of the world in 
thought and practice: second, | evaluate them in the 
framework of the Turkish reality of social democracy: 
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and third, | evaluate them in the framework of the nature 
of the parties that claim to be social democrats. The 
reason 1 that you cannot evaluate the SHP, or any 
similar party. by rsolating n from the broader environ- 
ment or climate in which i cxssts. 


It 1s known that the world left 1s based first of all on an 
accumulation of thought, an activist thought that is 
self-renewing. This universal left, the “mass parties of 
the proletariat” (member parties of the Socialist Inter- 
national, the term used as equivalent to democratic 
socialist or social democrats) and the “class partics of the 
proletariat” (communist parties), which are the two 
basic expressions of i, 1s seen from time to time in a 
courageous process of self critecism or renewal. 


The Turkish left, however, 1s generally ideologically lazy 
and unproductive, and even the segments considering 
themselves the purest and most militant are influenced 


by the habits and concepts of the single-party period in 
our country... 


..Habits of accusations of collusion, efforts to hide the 
divisions which are an expression of petit bourgeois 
individualism behind so-called ideological fronts, disre- 
spect for people who have worked hard for the left, 


ignoring the class structure of the left and turning it into 
petit bourgcors radicalism, and, finally, a vast lack of 


production... 


..Meanwhile, denying the fact that the left 1s composed 
of the “class party of the proletariat” and the “mass 
party of the proletariat.” and creating all sorts and 
varieties of leftist party models and secking the “solu- 
tion” om attacking democratic socialism—or social 
democracy—in the name of the lef. 


It is clear that as long as the general appearance and 
habits of the left in this country are of this quality, social 
democracy, which 1s a product, a part of the same leftist 
climate, will never become very developed or very 
mature. 


[GUNES] What are the shortcomings of social democ- 
racy that originate in itself? 


[Cem] While the position in our country of social dem- 
ocratic politics 1s being evaluated, a second dimension of 
social democracy 1s forming automatically: 


Social democracy, or democratic socialism as it 15 also 
known, in its concrete expression comprising the British 
Labour Party, the Spanish Socialist Workers Party, the 
Social Democratic Party of Germany, the French 
Socialist Party. and similar parties, is the product not of 
a narrow political segment, but of a broad leftist world, 
leftist tradition, and leftist accumulation. 


There re many people in this world, both party mem- 
bers and nonparty members. There are associations. 
unions, thought clubs. and “civic social institutions.” 
There are libraries filled with works and research on the 
problems and solutions of countries’ left movements and 
parties. We are still deprived of these resources. 








FBIS-WEL-96-043-S 
5 March 1990 


Social democracy 1s first of all the politics of labor, which 
grows quantitatively and qualitatively in the climzic of 
developing industry. The ties between labor and social 
democracy in our Turkey are both weak in practice and 
prohibited by law, as much as 1s possibic. 


Social democracy 1s the product of a division that 
occurred in the world’s left at the end of the 19th 
century. Part of the left continued its own revolutionary 
and monopolistic tradition and formed the “class parties 
of the proletariat.” that is, the communist parties. 
Another segment, that 1s, the segment from which we 
spring, created its own political identity in the change 
that the movement which took on the claim of uniting 
socialism and pluralist democracy brought to classic 
Marxism. Our political existence in Turkey, however, 
developed very differently because of the realities of the 
country, our social democracy initiated the conversion 
of etatist party policies into nopulist party policies by the 
Ecevit movement. This inherent difference in origin 
naturally made our ideological power and political prac- 
tice more problematic than in the West. 


In other words, some deficiencies of social democracy in 
our country have to do with the objective conditions in 
Turkey of the climate of social democracy and of the 
thought, democracy, and labor world in which this policy 
germinated and grew. 


[GUNES] Would these conditions justify the idea that 
social democracy was unnecessary in Turkey? 


Solution Is Social Democracy 


[Cem] No, they wouldn't. Being aware of the objective 
conditions and surrendering to the conditions are two 
different things. The solution to uniting democracy and 
leftism, to the realization of the mass party of the 
proletariat, 1s social democracy. Moreover, our times 
provide us with additional possibilities for overcoming 
the problems. Don't misunderstand, the analysis | am 
Suggesting 1s not concerned with offering an excuse for 
the deficiencies of social democracy. There is no excuse 
in politics. Secing and knowing the facts may bring about 
their change, it may form the foundation for making 
them better and more appropriate. 


[GUNES] If we turn to more concrete points, bringing 
the subject around to, in your expression, “the nature of 
parties claiming to be social democratic,” the latest polls 
indicate that the SHP has lost its former prestige and is 
experiencing some upheaval since ihe resignations. What 
are your comments on these developments? 


[Cem] It 1s necessary not to make the problems out to be 
bigger than they are, and not to ignore them, but to find 
a solution. 


In doing our own self-criticism, the thought must be to 
not forget our 26 March success and to proceed from 
here: Part of the votes we received in those elections 
resulted from confidence in the SHP, and the rest 
resulted from reactions to ANAP. There is a similar 


1s 


balance in the votes that all parties get in every clection. 
The problem 1s to develop the “trust” side of the 
balance, because the “reaction votes” are not lasting and 
will disappear in a later election. 


if there has been some regression in the past eight to nine 
months, it 1s because the SHP has not used this period to 
its best advantage. Looking back, we see that this period 
was consumed by intensive debates over “carly clec- 
trons” and the “presidency.” The losses mentioned may 
have occurred since no good grades were carned in these 
areas or because the agenda was overloaded with these 
problems and sufficient interest was not shown in the 
basic problems concerning society. 


Turkey expects us to do other things: 


It wants us to win municipal elections, to show that we 
can be trusted to govern society well, and consistently to 
produce concrete and understandable proposals for solu- 
tions to the problems of society. 


Performing this function requires that meticulous atten- 
tion be paid to certain prerequisites: 


Championing social democratic ideology, clarifying our 
social priorities to give society confidence and avoiding 
internal mistakes such as exclusivity or discrimination, 
being ideologically less the party of the old and more the 
party of the new; emphasizing more our characteristic of 
being the party of change, not of the status quo; and 
making clear the difference between us and other parties, 
and reassuring society that our function 1s not limited to 
“being better than the others at what they do” but, on the 
contrary, that we will do what they cannot do. 


Politics 1s a matter of “ideology” and “organization.” 


Turkey expects the “solution” from social democracy, it 
wants concrete proposals and projects to treat the peo- 
ple’s woes, and, as the saying goes, “alternatives.” 


Serious Party Activity 


Social democracy’s concrete proposals for solutions wall 
not come down to us from heaven; we have to formulates 
these solutions together with our party organizations, the 
people of our community of thought, and our national 
deputies and . iministrators. That is, it 1s necessary “to 
organize” the production of solutions, we have to engage 
in up-to-date party action ornented toward producing 
solutions and, therefore, increasing society's confidence 
in us and our number of votes. It is my Opinion that it 1s 
impossible to achieve lasting success in the Turkey of 
today through the traditional concepts of party activity. 
We are a society whose level of knowledge and experi- 
ence is increasing rapidly, being a spectator of the entire 
world through television, and which questions others 
and ourselves. | do not think that in such a society the 
political habits of criticizing the basic methods of power 
and giving importance to appearances, but not proposing 
serious solutions, will get anywhere. Even if they did, it 
would not be successful. This kind of party activity ought 














10 exist to a degree, ceriainly, bul we must not forget that 
this tends to “increase reactions” rather than “solidify 
confidence.” and the increasing reaction may casily turn 
into a contribution to someone other than ourselves. 


Up-to-date and successful party activity is the kind 
which sets out from a foundation of ideology. is fraught 
with learning, is drawn up in plans and programs, and is 
made concrete with sound and credible solutions. 


[GUNES] With what approach can the problems facing 
the SHP be solved? 


[Cem] By increasing the people's trust im one another 
and in the party organs, by taking pains with internal 
party democracy and with all organizational units’ par- 
ticipation in decisions, and by engaging in serious party 
activity aimed at the production of solutions. 


Also, | am proposing the preparation of a “power pro- 
gram” and the introduction of consistent projects within 
the framework of making clear the problems and solu- 
tions of the work on this program. 


I'm saying, for example, that the “SHP’s Power Pro- 
gram™ could be prepared by using Turkey's five basic 
problems as a point of departure and formulating 
projects for solutions to each problem and then submit- 
ting them to the public. 


The five basic problems could be listed, again for 
example, as follows: 


1) Inflation, 2) a program for bringing peace, security 
and, brotherhood to the southeast, 3) an approach for 
Turkey's adjustment to world change, 4) democracy and 
human rights, and 5) a program for the struggle against 
inequality and a lack of productivity. 


[GUNES] What are your comments on the changes in 
Eastern Europe” 


End of Communism 


[Cem] I will try to give a very brief onswer to a very 
broad question: 


At one time in the development of socicties, the 
economy of communism functioned to increase both 
production and equality. In contrast, individual and 
political rights and pluralist concepts did not flourish. 
This trade-off was able to answer the needs of society at 
that time. 


After the 1970's, when transportation and communica- 
tions technology was growing by leaps and bounds, the 
economy of communism was inadequate to respond to 
the new needs; and the lack of freedom and pluralism 
made itself felt ia a much more pronounced way. 


As a result, it became necessary to change the regime 
which now constituted an obstacle rather than a contri- 
bution to the growth of the economy and inhibited 
human freedom even more. We are witnessing this 
change. 
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One may say that new conflicts between the “production 
relationships” and the “producer forces.” to mangic 
Marxist terminology a little, brought to the agenda the 
changes being expernenced in our ume in Eastern 
Europe. 


I belheve that the end of communism as a “state regime” 
has arrived in these countries. But | think a democratic 
and pluralist socialism. similar to our concept, wall 
develop in most of them. I believe that the cexpenence of 
building the dynamism, pluralism, and freedoms of the 
special initiative now on a foundation of equality—the 
equality they largely had—will be useful to mankind. 


The world left, which was a whole in the 19th century 
and split in the 20th century, will, | think, direct its 
energies in the 21st century toward reunification on a 
foundation of integrity, pluralism, and freedom. 


[GUNES] What 1s your assessment of the developments 
on the Turkish Marxist left” 


Attacking Others 


[Cem] Being under the bans prevented development of 
this left and made free debate and criticism, and 
obtaining the benefits of debate and critic'sm, difficult 
for the left in general. The bans are as much as finished, 
it seems. 


| am approaching the prob!em “categorically.” There are 
two lefts; one 1s the “mass party of the proletariat,” that 
is, the parties claiming to be social democratic, or by 
another name, democratic socialist. The other is the 
“class party of the proletariat,” that 1s, the parties that 
exemplify wholly and purely Marxism, most of which 
use the term “communist.” 


I think this may develop in this way in Turkey also. I 
hope, though, that the formations that describe them- 
selves as “Marxist” will not fall into the error of proving 
their own identities “by attacking social democracy.” 


* Hasan Fehmi Gunes, SHP group vice chairman 


[7 Jan p 4] 


[Text] [GUNES] What is the source of the controversy 
within the SHP? How long will this controversy go on” 


[Gunes] Today's controversial situation 1s seen as having 
Started with the disciplinary action taken against seven 
of our colleagues for going to the meeting in Paris. 
However, | do not share this opinion. The rationales 
presented by our colleagues who protested the situation 
and left the party contain objections to the party admin- 
istration and the way the party program is carned out. 
That is, the party program is not being rejected. The 
charter is not being rejected. As long as this is the 
framework, it would be better not to leave the party. 
Leaving the party means | do not fit in this program, I 
have no place in this charter. However, our colleagues 
who left wanted closer adherence to the party program. 
and to have the party run in a way that they think would 
be better. They wanted the party to succeed, in a sense. 
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For the party to succeed i 1s necessary that i not be split, 
but that forces be joined together. Secing that the resig- 
nations were directed more to procedural consider- 
ations, could this be the reason for the turmoil at this 
tume? | wonder if the crisis originates in a desire to run 
the party. That 1s, one group of our colicagues is saying. 
“Let me run the party. | will do a better job of applying 
the bylaws if I am in charge of the program.” It seems to 
me thal our present situation would be better explained 
in this way. Our colleagues are saying, | want to be in 
adm: arstration and you are blocking the way to fulfill- 
ment of my desire. You are blocking the way for me to 
run under equal conditions and making me lose my 
chance to be in government someday. | therefore see no 
need to work in this party.” As long as resignation is the 
route chosen for demanding administration, 1 means 
that the action exceeds the purpose. And if that is the 
case, it means that there is a difference between what 
they are saying and what they cannot say. Perhaps there 


and 
together, provided they stay within the general frame- 
work of the party program. This may even be useful, 
because it would prevent both dragging the party into an 
adventure and allowing the party's leflist agenda to 
Stagnate. But if these differing expectations exceed the 
framework of the party program or take on an aspect that 
would not fit into the party program, then divisions 
would be inevitable. And divisions of this kind are a 


good thing. 

[GUNES] The national deputies who left your party are 
reportedly secking a new organization. If such a party 1 
formed, what will happen to the SHP? What kind of 
chance would the party have, in your opimon” 


Not Considered Apart From Us 


[Gunes] To tell the truth, | cannot consider our cov- 
leagues who have been expelled from the party by the 
Discipline Board or the ones who resigned in reaction as 
being apart ‘rom us. There seems to be no definite 
indication as yet that they will go to another party. But i 
is possible, and what would happen if they did” First let 
me say this: We represent the general framework, as | 
said a little while ago, of a social democratic organization 
through ovr program, our charter, and our cadres. A 
future pariy may be further to our right or to our left in 
terms of its program. Nevertheless, | do not think this 
would change anything. I do not think organizations of 
this kind or our colleagues who would go into them 
would have any chance at all. 


GUNES] Certain developments are taking place in 
urope. How do you evaluate this rapid development in 
Eastern Europe? 


Secial Democracy Stronger 


[Gunes] | think that i is necessary to watch these 
developments closely, and that we can learn something 
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from almost every situation. Developments in the Eas! 
European countrics have shown that the social demo- 
cratic ideology 1s a much more valid ideology for our 
tume. Certainly we social democrats ought to review the 
dimensions of social democracy. Efforts are being made 
on organizational models. It 1s possible to say one thing 
at this pomt, and chat 1s that the developments are 
creating a much more fortuitous climate from the stand- 


point of our party. 


[GUNES] Certain developments in Marxist lefi circles in 
Turkey are being watched. The Marxists who to date 
have seemed to solve their problems by dividing now 
seem to be trying to unite and form izations 

. Would you comment from the SHP standpoint 


on this kind of development” 


[Gunes] I believe the obstacles to freedom of leftist 
parties to organize in Turkey will soon be lifted. Cer- 
tainly one would expect the non-social democratic left 
representing one trend or another and the Marxisi iefi to 
launch efforts to form organizations. However, ticy will 
be the ones to decide whether to go into organizaisons of 
this type together or separately. | don't believe this type 
of organization will create any problems for the SHP. 


* Dr. Tarik Ziya Ekinci, former TIP deputy who 
ee a ee 
following 12 September 1980 


[7 Jan p 4] 


[Text] [GUNES] Where, in your opinion, does the con- 
troversy in the SHP essentially originate” 


[Ekinci] The recent explosive ewents in the SHP began 
with the obsiacies to the Turkish democratic movement 
and the solidarity initiatives against these obstacles by 
international democratic opinion. The international 
conference on the Kurds, convened in France under the 
leadership of Mr. Mitterrand, never aimed to divide 
Turkey or threaten iis national integrity. Likewise, 1 had 
no intention of changing the political bowndarnes of 
other countnes. The invitation of SHP deputies to this 
conference as individuals was made completely within 
the framework of the modern concept of democracy. 
These deputies went to this meeting with the same logic, 
with the desire to contribute to democracy in Turkey. In 
my Opinion, it was extremely unfortunate that the SHP 
administrators treed to put the problem on a different 
plane and make i into a vehicle for internal party 
accountability. The SHP is a member of the Socialist 
International. Most parties belonging to the Socialist 
Internationa! are in power today. They take the same 
approach to natvonal problems in their own countnes. It 
is impossible to expect them to adopt a double standard 
exclusively for Turkey. The SHP should either adopt a 
national policy appropriate to the needs of modern 
democracy based on human rights as adopted by the 
Socialist International, or forget about the Socialist 
International and turn to a different polit‘cal line. 


[GUNES] The SHP’s problem is not just a national 
problem, | gucss 




















[Ekinci] Yes, of course. The SHP’s basic handicap, in my 
opinion, is that 1 does not have an appropriate concept 
of us place in Turkish political life and its inability to 
reflect the hopes and desires of the rank and file from 
which it gets 1ts support. ANAP and the DYP ! True Path 
Party] represent monopolistic capital and the liberal 


segment of capital in Turkey. It is impossible for the 
SHP to measure up to and covet the functions of ANAP 


and the DYP in producing and bringing to life domestic 
and foreign policies with these circles. The SHP rank and 
file is a social category that strongly favors the demo- 
cratic nights and freedoms, and desires the establishment 
of a forward-looking democracy in Turkey. The SHP can 
perform its function only by gaining the confidence of 
the masses by truly defending democracy, committing 
itself to the impeccable practice and defense of demo- 
cratic rights and freedoms in every area of life. 


{GUNES] How do you evaluate the developments in 
Eastern Europe? 


All Europe Will Change 


[Ekinci] The trend toward democracy around the world 
influenced these countries too. It was impossible for 
them to remain outside the world trend toward modern 

. The heavy industry upon which the division 
into blocs depended, and the arms industry that formed 
the basis for it, were dragging the countries’ economies 
toward an impasse. At the same time, the political, 
economic, and social life in these countries was deprived 
of the democratic oversight of the broad masses, and this 
caused the emergence of a pariy bureaucracy that 
oppressed the people, which provoked the people. The 
central planning that this bureaucracy managed without 
any oversight made the economy tou clumsy, and this, 
coupled with the large industrial units that were formed, 
led to a loss of the ability to gain the modernization and 
productivity appropriate to the realities of the day. 
Industry simply had to be rescued from this clumsy 
structure. So the primarily universal, social, and eco- 
nomic reasons for the changes and transformation seen 
today in Eastern Europe may be summarized in this 
framework. 


[GUNES] How will these developments affect Turkey” 
There are also important debates taking place on the 
Marxist left. 


Limited Unity on Left 


{Ekinci] I cannot think that there would be a question of 
a formation in Turkey that was any different from this 
worldwide development. Different inclinations will 
absolutely occur in the Turkish left, and these inclina- 
tions will be organized in the form of political parties. In 
other words, pluralism will cxist on the Turkish left 
However, the unity which is the topic of such great 
debate on the Turkish lefi today may well be an issue for 
the movements whose thought and concepts are close. It 
is inevitable, for example, that the movements which 
adopt social democracy with all of its components, which 


FBIS-WEL-90-043-S 
5 March 1990 


recognize the Socialist International and seck organic 
tees with ut, will become one party sooner or later. It 1s 
inevitable that a new party resulting from an SHP-DSP 
merger or formed by SHP defectors, as well as the 
political movements that adopt democratic socialism, 
would unify, despite having different names. In my 
opinion this is the framework in which one must look at 
unity. A broadly comprehensive leftist thought including 
all of Turkey 1s bound to be a little idealistic. 


[GUNES] You are one of the names for which the 
Kurdish movements in Turkey feel the greatest respect. 
There was a view expressed recently—the establishment 
of a party composed only of Kurds and directing its 
efforts toward Kurdish problems. What do you think 
about this? Would such a party help the Kurdish 


problem? 

Unitary State 

{Ekinci] I do not believe that a political organization in 
Turkey composed only of Kurds would be helpful to 
general democratic development or the concept of 
human rights in Turkey. The dimensions of Turkish 
democracy are a framework of brotherly unity and the 
concept of a unitary state, freely formed on the basis of 
equal nights of the Turkish and Kurdish peoples. 


* Erol Cevikce, SHP deputy general secretary 


[8 Jan p Sj 


[Text] (GC UNES] What is your evaluation of the intensely 
controversial climate in the SHP” 


[Cevikce] The SHP is the only serious social democratic 
party of recent times. It has a valid, broad organization, 
and it came out of the last elections as Turkey's number 
one party. Looking at its point of origin, it was certainly 
the Republican People’s Party that gave this party 
vitality with its ideas, its cadre, iis program, and indeed 
its soul. Actually, we must look to the CHP for the origin 
of social democracy in Turkey, because after the 1960's 
when the social democratic movement gained concrete 
and significant development, it existed in Turkey in the 
CHP, which became Turkey's largest party and held 
government twice. The SHP’s link to the CHP is under- 
stood in some circles as a setback for social democracy. 
But the mistake is in comparing the development of 
Western social democracy with the social democracy 
that exists today in Turkey and manifests itself in the 
SHP. Social democracy in the West was able to stake its 
claim in a process in which capitalism had gained a 
specific dimension, industrialization had reached its 
mosi mature point, and democracy was well entrenched. 
At that time, when the negative consequences of indus- 
trialization were beginning to appear, social democracy 
presented more modern principles to Western socicties, 
showed them goals, and for the most part captured the 
masses with organic ties to the unions. Looking from the 
angle of these indicators, our country, Turkey, is a 
developing country. It 1s a country in which organized 
labor, in particular, is in the minority. Indeed if we look 
at the coups such as 12 March and 12 September, which 
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came one after the other and were aimed at totally 
clissinating democracy, we can understand much better 
the umportance of the social democratic movement. Asa 
result of all this, le, me say plainly. the SHP 1s a party 
which has been most able to bring social democracy into 
conformity with the conditions of developing countnes 
im the modern sense. 


[GUNES] Do the SHP’s problems stem from this’ 
Leftists’ Mistake 


[Cevikce] The SHP is experiencing and will expenence 
the troubles and woes brought on by being. as it is in all 
of Turkey's institutions, the most progressive movement 
(1 am speaking of it as a party with the largest organiza- 
tion and in the position of number one party). Some of 
them have nothing to do with the party itself. Some 
involve internal structure. The major extra-party prob- 
lems are the continuation of 12 September and the fact 
of being in confrontation with an administration that is 
unable to assimilate democracy in the true sense, and 
reflecting all the way up to the presidency. It is therefore 
experiencing the extraordinary difficulties involved in 
succeeding as the opposition and in the development of 
Turkish democracy with all its rules and regulations. 
This great burden also reflects on the party internally. 
Real problems are shifted aside and the debate of artifi- 
cial ones 1s placed on the agenda, because it 1s the basic 
goal of the party and society's expectations of it to come 
to power as soon as possible. | say thes for this reason. 
This 1s the fundamental misconception of a segment of 
leftists who have the concept that simply attaining power 
1S meaningless unless other things are borne in mind. 
T sat 1s because the quickest political route to democracy 
and industralization in Turkey 1s undeniably power 
itself. The SHP is very close to the goal of attaining 
power as a heavily labor, mass party, as our sociological 
structure demands. I sincerely believe that misguided 
attempts to keep certain of our colleagues out of power 
lie at the root of the problems that have recently 
occurred in the party. Indicators emerging for the past 
month, and expectations of a coalition’s being formed as 
a result of the convention, will give a boost to this 


development of power that | mentioned. 


[GUNES] Another criticism is that you have abandoned 
the party program and pulled the SHP to the right. 


Opposition Prejudice 


[Cevikce] The criticism that party administrators have 
not applied the party programs and have changed the 
party line may be truly concrete and valid only in the 
implementation of principles and goals. 


The claim that SHP officers have made changes in the 
party program would be meaningful only if it were 
expressed with concrete rationales during the practice of 
government There is absolutely nothing outside the 
party program in what either the general chairman or the 
eencral secretary—and they are the ones who commit the 
party—are saying, or in the written decisions of the party 
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assembly and Central Executive Council. The fad for 
manipulating certain words and adding new dimensions 
to comments and papers cannot be taken scriously at the 
level of society. The party plainly states that labor 1s 
[words omitted]. The concept of agrecing that the indus- 
trial sector in Turkey may cxrst in private hands 1 not im 
conflict with any premuse of the party program. The 
concept that income distribution should be rectified in 
favor of the workers usi.g modern methods fully dom:- 
nates the party administration. And the intense relation- 
ship with umon circles demonstrated for the past onc 
and a half years on behalf of labor 1s unprecedented. 
First of all, the party has risen to become the first party 
today through its propaganda cfforts based on the pro- 
gram. A minimum of fairness requires one to see this al 
least as the success of an activist opposition linc. | repeat: 
Since the idea that “these officers have shifted to the 
right™ 1s something that started the very day they took 
office and has been going around ever since, it 1s clearly 
prejudiced and has become a sort of opposition slogan 
But there can be no question of swerving even a centi- 
meter from the principles and goals recorded im the 


program, 


[GUNES] Another critecrsm has to do with internal party 
democracy. li 1s sand that you, meaning you personally, 
not the elected officers, even disregard the bylaws 
regarding labor when i suits you. 


Criticisms Exaggerated 


[{Cevikce] !nternal party democracy cannot be defined as 
insisting that rules that were voted continue verbatim in 
a frozen form, whatever that might be, until the next 
election. Moreover, the rule in leftist parties 1s organiza- 
tional integrity, bul Continuity in program and bylaws 
Why are we going to hold a convention now? ... Because 
certain problems and controversy in connection with the 
top party administration have come to the agenda. The 
fact that organization echelons that promote actions and 
att‘tudes outside the party program and bylaws in the 
provinces and districts would lose their jobs as the 
convention approaches 1s inevitable in a lefisst party, the 
same as everywhere cise in the world. What happened” 
New conventions were held, as allowed by the bylaws, in 
those seven most controversial districts in particular. In 
some of them, our colleagues who had been most critical 
of us were even reelected. But in most, other colleagues 
were clected, again as a result of an open democratic 
convention. The number of provinces and districts in 
which the Central Executive Councils were replaced has 
been grossly exaggerated. In a year and a half, that 
number was 10 provinces and one district. | would like 
to put the debate in terms of what 1s most important to 
me, because all decisions made in the party are made by 
a majority vote, and all of them also have the vote of our 
esteemed general chairman. It is therefore totally untrue 
that we seck a personal dimension, especially in the 
organization administration. The SHP is perhaps the 
only party in Turkey that has achieved the goal of being 
an instnution with a democratic structure. Despite 














claims to the contrary by some of them, the SHP is the 
only party in Turkey that has advanced significantly 
toward institutionalization. 


GUNES] What are your views on the developments in 
Europe? 


[Cevikce] | think some of us have been overly hasty in 
interpreting the developments in Eastern Europe. First, | 
believe the events are a result, a long-term result. There 
iS a Common thread running all of them, and 
that 1s the fact that the goal of becoming a democratic 


Actually, these countries are Western societies in the 
modern sense. That is, cach has gained the industrializa- 
tion phase and the essence of democracy at the indi- 
vidual level, if not at the social level. For that reason, it 
iS necessary that we interpret the East European coun- 
tres at his developmental level. 


[GUNES] Certain developments are also taking place on 
the Marxist left in Turkey. 


[Cevikce] Political developments farther left than social 
democracy in Turkey bave always been dependent on the 
democratization of society. Whether we like i or not, 
this is on unbaaithy sesult of the enabliched legal strec- 
ture we all confront. The ability of political thought 
rooted in Marxism to organize into parties is necessary 
for Turkey and would contribute to national develop- 
ment. As a member of the CHP in the 1970's, | am 
among those who expernenced at that time the need for 
the debate of certain initiatives in the law that would 
have made this possible with the largest party of that 
time. | see that over time we have not moved forward, 
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[Text] [GUNES] What is your evaluation of the contro- 
versy in the SHP” 


[Sargin] Turkey needs a strong, modern social demo- 
cratic party. This 1s necessary for the struggle for democ- 
racy. As a result, we favor unity of the social democratic 
movement. In fact, the formation of the SHP through a 
merger of SODEP [Social Democratic Party] and the HP 
[Populist Party], the two parties calling themselves social 
democratic, was a positive step. We see the continuing 
SHP-DSP rift as weakening the struggle for democracy. 
The problems the SHP is experiencing today are, first of 
all, ee ere One can say nothing on 

is one aspect of the problem. The second 
is that we and everyone else are concerned about SHP 
policy from the standpoint of the struggic ius Gemocracy. 
It would not be wrong to say that these problems arc 
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wearing on the SHP and weakening its chances to be an 
alternative power. The basic reason for these problems rs 
the fnctvon between the SHP’s taking on the function of 
being an ctatrst party and ws desire to be a social 
democrat: party. The SHP today can be neither an 
clalist party nor a social democratic party. It 1s suffering 
an identity crises om a way 


[GUNES] The natsonal deputies who broke off from the 
SHP are said to be secking a party that would include the 
Marurst icfi. Would you welcome such a party mitiatiwe” 


Political Views Mast Clarify 


{Sargin] lt has appeared in the press that those who 
resigned or reportedly will resign from the SHP are 
looking around. We have no concrete information 
beyond this. For example. are all of those who resigned 
making a jount search” Do they share the same political 
views” Are they seeking a social democratic party, a 
democratic left party. or a Marxist (communist) party” 
Answers to these questions are still not clear. Al least we 
have no information. Nevertheless, party unity discus- 
sions continue within the Marxist left. That is. these 
resignations have not brought an organization problem 
to the agenda. To have healthy units, i 1s necessary first 
of all for the politecal views to be clarified, regardiess of 
the platform. Thes clarification can come about by 
making our answers a little more specific in dealing with 
the future of our country and our world, not just today's 
problems. For this reason. we beleve that the commu- 
nist party will become legal, and that efforts for unity 
will proceed with more vigor in a climate in which 
democratic conditions will be ensured through the lifting 
of the obstacles to freedom of thought and freedom to 
organize. However, we are working right now for unity 
with the other Marxrst lefi groups. Certainly our efforts 
are based on a foundation of Marxist theory We are not 
secking party formation on a social democratic or dem- 
ocratic left platform. 


[GUNES] Are the recent developments in Europe having 
any effect on the concept of organization of the Marxist 
lefi in Turkey’? Have your evaluations at the time you 
returned home for the purpose of forming the Turkish 
United Communist Party (TBKP) changed in light of 
these effects” 


Pluralist Democracy 


[Sargin] Recent devclopments in the socialist countnes 
are the harbinger not only of renewal im socialism, but 
also of a new world sensitive to the desires of the people 
who want change. And not just communists are affected 
by these developments. The capitalist world is also 
seriously affected by these developments. There is cer- 
tainly a question of “being affected” by these develop- 
ments. However, it does not fully explain our position 
vis-a-vis renewed socialism. As you know, the Turkish 
Workers Party (TIP) and the Turkish Communist Party 
(TKP) merged to form the TBKP. The TBKP adopted a 
new program. The TBKP began, with our return in 1987, 
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the struggic for iegalization. The union of the TIP and 
the TKP im the TBKP was the product of our ncw 
program. our struggle for iegalization and unity. and our 
new political bent. And ut was before the recent devel- 
opments you are talking about. The TBKP program. as 
known, adopts a multiparty system and pluralism im 
socialism. Our program aims for a socialism in which 
democracy 1s fully developed. From this standpoint. we 
would like to say that the recent developments im the 
socialist Countries give us strength and encouragement 
on the new road we are traveling. Before our rcturn, we 
were in unity of thought with everyone who wanted to be 
in the communist party. We have the same thought 
today. We wish to share our concept of an up-to-date. 
democratic, mass, modern communist party which can 
answer the needs of today with communists who desire 
unity, and we wish to take thes sicp toward unity. The 
only thing that has changed since our return 1s thes: The 
idea that a Communist party could be formed in Turkey 
did not seem very realistic at the time we came back to 
the country. However, there 1s no longer any debate on 
this topic. Everyone has seen that the Communist Party 
can be established. And this 1s a signifi ant advance for 
unity of the lefi. At the focus of all these efforts we have 
been making 1s the goal of forming, and having become 
entrenched in, a pluralist partecipatory democracy with 
ali of 1s institutions. 


[GUNES] A group of officers from your party reicased 
certain statements some time ago. They said they had 
decided to conduct thei efforts to form a communist 
party openly. What are your thoughts on this new 
situation and what kind of development do you cxpect 
from now on”? 


Open Party 


[Sargin] We were well aware that this goal could not be 
achieved in one stroke when we returned to the country 
with the decision to form a legal communitt party. The 
problem was to gain democracy im our country and to 
build a new, modern democracy. We are pursuing an 
effective policy of intervention im this process. The 
return was just such an intervention. The TBK P's 
officers coming forward was the result of the same 
policy. The most important aspect of this move is that 
we ended the secrecy of the effort ourselves without 
waiting for changes to be made in the penal code. Thus 
we removed the image of a “secret party” which is used 
to strengthen anticommunist prejudices Besides. the 
social and legal legitemacy that we have gained gives us 
the right to take such a step. Moreover, im order to atta 
the broadest unity possible within the Marxist lefi, to 
develop further our dialogue with intellectual circles, 
and to be able to caplain ourselves, “open party” status 
18 greatly desirable. Finally, thes move has the purpose of 
showing our determination to form a lega! communist 
party to those who are »oving so slowly im lifting the 
bans. Future developments will include an imtensive 
debate with the broadest circle possible to bring about 
the “founders movement” and a penod of cxplaming 
ourselves, our views, and our purposes. Al the same 
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tome, we well partecipate in the dchatcs on lifteng the bans 
m our open party identity. We want al’ bans lifted, not 
pust articles 141, 142, and 163. We do not beleve that 
the national consensus, whose formation we consider 
umperative as the foundation of a new Constitution, can 
be formed eithout participation of the Mararst icfi. But 
the Marxist icft musi nsclf take ts own place as an 
advocate of democracy without warteng for an invitation 
from anyone, and musi make 1 clear from now on that i 
has a say im the future of our country 


[GsU NES] What os your assessment of the developments 
m Eastern Europe’ 


Dictatorship of Proletariat (ver 


[Sargin] The democrat reform movements im the 
socialisi countries of Eastcrn Europe took on a revolu- 
teonary character. Through the creative mutsative of the 
people, socialiem 1s moving on by means of a bloodless 
revolution to a new political regime, a new form of state, 
and a pluralist, multiparty system of socialrst govern- 
ment. These developments are compatible with the con- 
cept of a pluralist socialism of our tome that appears in 
the TBKP program, which we drew up when the radical 
reform movements and multipariy-system views had not 
yet emerged im the socialist countries. The storm of 
radical renewal of socialism 1s still om ste emetial stages, 
and it 1s too carly to speak definitely of the results 1 will 
have. However, i 1s possible and necessary to emphasize 
two ports at thes stage: Changes mm the socialist coun- 
trees armed at full democracy will give rmpetus to democ- 
ratization movements in the caprtalist world and will 
make changes im its militaristic politcal strategies incv- 
itable. On the other hand, this furry of change im the 
socialist countnes harbors within it many different 
views. Among them are the reactionaries who oppose the 
reforms, just as there are those who defend the unsuc- 
cessful, but now fashionable economic liberalism of the 
West. Although we support the nght of every view to be 
cxpressed, we certainly oppose these views. We believe 
mn the need to defend socialist values, and we believe that 
thes will happen. There is a special place for renewal in 
the German Democratic Republic within the renewal 
movement m the socialist countnes. The West was 
waiting for a serious division on democratic reforms to 
occur among the socialist countries. If thes had hap- 
pened, it would have shaken confidence mm the ability of 
the renewal to continuc. It did not happen. There is also 
a very serious specific problem as to the diveded state of 
the people of the two Gernanies. We belreve that this 
problem can be solved by the people themselves and 
that. in making this decision, the peaceful future of our 
world will be taken into account. The communist partics 
im the socialist countries carned owt ‘hei task of 
breaking free of the capitalist countries under conditions 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat. Moreover, peace. 
democracy, and detente dominate imternational rela- 
trons as a result of the active role of the socialist 
countnes. Mutually dependent relatrons are emerging. 
Under these circumstances, in our opimeon, the principle 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat 1s outmoded and no 








longer needed. In this case, 1 15 Quite natural that the 
communist partes in the socialist countnes would 
review their states im society and renounce monopolism 
im order to proceed to a pluralist system. We also reject 
monopolistic Concepts. 


* Erdal Inonu, SHP general chairman 
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[Text] [GUNES] What 1s your assessment of the agitated 
state in which the SHP finds uscif” 


[Inonu] Social democracy mn Turkey is in a controversal 
situation: The CHP was banned after the 1980 interven- 


if 1t were im power. It also causes internal controversy. 


GUNES] That is, the status of the SHP as a candidate 
power underlies this controversy” 


rong — just that, of course; the controversy also 
being a party on the left. If you look at the 
parties and groups to our left, they are having conflicts 


debate has been opened up. Do you have a better way” 
How is it better’ Is mine better, or is yours better, and 
how will you accomplish your better way’ Can you do it 
by the methods you propose” That is, there are endless 
possibilities for debate over the form of the better order 
that you propose and the way you will get there. As I see 
it, thes 1s where the cause of the endless debate among 
leftist parties comes from. Of course, certain principles 
are understood when the party emerges, thai 1s, there is 
a statement of what is better. This is in our program. But 
every program probably docs not go into grcat detail. 
And debate continues over the details that are not 
expressed. Tactical details of the struggle are matters on 
which debate continues inside and outside the assembly 
Lefisst parties, even though they have a general chairman 
and general headquarters, always continue to debate 
whether it would be better if we did that or if we didn’t 
do something cise. Moreover, there is a great deal more 
freedom in the parties on the left than the parties on the 
right. Parties, especially leftist parties, consist of highly 
opimonated people. In seeking the best, they are always 
thinking. People who function in this way do not casily 
agree to what someone cise 15 doing. 
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[GUNES] Among the maticrs under dispute mm the SHP 
are claims such as the party's not being sufficecnily 
partscipatory and the madequacy of education 


educational program. We will begin work on education 
mmmediately after the bylaws convention. We will con- 
duct a central educational workshop that will last several 
days for all of our 


mm the party” today does not come from them, anyway 
The ones who are new and the ones who did not get any 
education in the CHP era are the ones who need ut. Of 
course, there 1s another aspect of the matter, We want to 
be a more modern social democratic party. There are 
matters in which the education we got during the CHP 
cra 1s madequate today. We need new education as to 
what our behavior in those cases should be. We are gorng 
to do this. Actually we are quite close to nt. We know 
more or less who will do 1 and how they will do i. 


[GUNES] There are criticisms about imternal party 
democracy. 


Conflict Will End 


[inonu] | want to draw attention to this. Our party has a 
more domocratic structure than all other partes. Our 
deficiency 18 not actually that internal party democracy 
8 lacking, or that one cannot capress his opinions within 
the party. There is not sufficient unity on the imsue of 
which behavior merits internal party critecrsm, which 
behavior 1s outside the party program, or which behavior 
ought not to occur im the parties. We think, for example, 
that going beyond criticizing decisions of the Party 
Assembly to opposition to a Party Assembly decision. 
and saying, “This decision is impossible.” 1s mmternal 
party democracy This is not internal party democracy 
The Party Assembly, the convention, and the general 











democracy 
ee eee eee 


thon. These concepts are still not widespread mm our 
party. Since there is no flow of ideas in any parties 
besides ours, we cannot see that kind of debate m those 
parties. Therefore. neither the dewre for, nor the dis- 
agreement about, mternal party democracy 1% seen im 
them. And we ought not to have this disagreement. | 
hope thrs disagreement will disappear as internal party 
education advances 


[GUNES] There are also crviscrsms that thes party cannot 
have a social democratic spirit because of the CHP 


brought us, the SHP is the party that has the greatest 
stake in democracy. The critecism that sees us as a “state 
party” occasionally stems from this. This is an cxagger- 
ated approach. The CHP was the party instrumental in 
founding the state. lt was the only party. lt performed its 
duty im the past im the transition to democracy. Then 
fell mmto the opposition for a long time. The people om it 
were people who had served at the highest levels of state 
as menister, as prime minister, and as president. They 
were people who equated themscives with the state They 
acted with a great sense of responsibility, Thes atmo- 
sphere may still persist in the SHP. But this 1s not toctay’s 
clmate. All echelons of the siete ined to prevent the 
SHP’'s success when « was formed. Development of the 
SHP took place im spite of the state. There «s an SHP 
habit of standing up for the state, tanding up for the 


base ensistutons of the static, bul « must not be cuag- 
gerated. Our bas duty today 1 to realize development 


necessary action om thes regard. If we cannot 
is our fauh. We cannot cover up our failure by 
saying, “We are preserving the state.” We will preserve 


these countries which had already been under democracy 
before World War Il, began to return to multiparty life. 
And it happened very quickly. Power would be defined 
within a multiparty system based on free clections, 
granting special advantages to no single party What they 
were doimg was done as a search for democracy. The 
previous economa and social order was the communist 
order. They are abandoning this sdeology without saying 
they would go to the other extreme of a right-wing liberal 
order. What they are trying to do to establish a 
democrat .ccialist order The communist parties are 
tryeng, erthe ‘im name or im fact, to become democratic 
socvalist. Bui in addition to this, the old social demo- 
crate parties are reemerging. And of course the purpose 
1s for these social democratic parties to come t© power 
and establish social democratic orders. The nghi-wing 
heral poles so popular mm the West for the past 10 
years are rapidly losing votes today. The social demo- 
crate partes’ chances of power mm Europe are 
improving. The Christian s have no chance of 
remain ©, in power in Germany by advocating reunifi- 
cation and «tressing foreign policy, but the trend toward 
the social democrats 6 increasing rapidly. Both the loss 
of votes by the nght-wing liberal parties and the turn to 
social democracy by the communist parties rane the 
banner of social democracy 


[GUNES] The social democratic parties are not derecting 
crvtecrem at themsecives, are they” 


[Inonu] Of course. Social democratic parties are always 
secking renewal within themscives. Development there 
is showing up in the form of greeter participation and 





greater sensitivity to environmental probiers mm partic- 
ular. That ss. greater democracy + to protect the envi- 
ronment and, im the economy. to contenuc fas drstribu- 
tion with more cificency. However, fair drstributson has 
been largely attained in Europe. Income distribution is 
equitable. Therefore. ici us realize more efficrency on the 
economy. leave aside the old arguments over owner- 
ship—whether the means of production. the industina! 
establishments, will be in the hands of the state or om the 
hands of the private sector, whichever of these 1s more 
efficsent let's do ut. Let's be as open to the people as 
possible and reakze democracy not just at the level oF 
basic mghts but at the level of cconumic nights too 


[GUNES] Will these developments refiect on Turkey 
and the SHP” For cxampic, is the SHP consedering 


changes 1m its program” 
Status of Women 


[Inonu] The reflection on Turkey will be exactly the 
same as the developments in Europe. A democratic 
structure will be fully restored in Turkey, participation 
will increase, and environmental protection wall have a 
more effective place on our agenda As for the SHP. this 
1s possible. Modern approaches aie always valid 
approaches In the upcoming amendments to our bylaws 
now, we will increase the effectivencss of women. This is 
a modern approach, and | believe that im takeng this 
approach we will be taking a leadership position vis-a-vis 
the other parties. Changes in our program im addition to 
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the bylaws amendments are also possible. Since we have 
an extraordimary convention coming up, sdcas on this 
may be presented and dchaicd 


[GUNES] Important developments are also tzking place 
on inc Marxist lefi, outside the SHP and social democ- 
racy What are your comments on these developments” 


[Inonu] In principic, we want every trend of political 
thought to form parties, be presented to the peopic, and 
have the people pass pudgement through clections. This 
1s the only way we can be saved from ihe confusson of 
sdcologies. Turkey 1s sadly deficsent im this. The prohi- 
bitions, fears, and pressures applied from the beginning 
certainly iibit the free discussion of ideas. Now we are 
m an cra of new openings. Certainly this will cont ue. 
There 5 no turning back now. We will achoeve greater 
freedom step by step. As a conseqvence, the partics on 
our left cxist today, but more will be formed. I don't 
know whether they will merge or whether several parties 
will be formed. The people wall uliumaicly decide this. 
They will decide through elections. Nothing can be sand 
ahead of time. The mmportant thing 1s for people to be 
free of impediments to organizing along ‘he lines of meit 
thought. Our being freed of thought crimes will Dring 
great relict to Turkish political and intellectual life. 
Developments will be move lasting after that. A climate 
may emerge that will enable qeocker adjustment to the 
world and will allow mteraction with a more quickly. I 
hone we will achieve that climate mm 1990. 























